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If any of our readers have objected to the 
space recently occupied by the proceedings of con- 
cress, public documents, &c. they are assured that 
they were inserted only from the deepest convic- 
tions of public duty, and in strict accordance with 
the objects of this work. 

But having, in some degree, cleared our files of 
documents, we hope hereafter to present our rea- 
ders with a greater variety of miscellaneous ar- 
ticles, of which we have a very large number pre- 


pared for the press. 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE. January 17, 1838.— 
Information has been received at this department 
of the payment to the chage d’affaires of the United 
States at Lisbon, on the 10th of November last, of 
ten thousand milreis, in full of the first instalment 
of indemnity agreed to be paid by the Portuguese 
overnment, in satisfaction of the claims of the ow- 
ners of the ship Galatea, the brigs Ann, Planter, 
Osprey, Quito, and Perseverance, and the schooner 
Gleaner, and of the seamen of the Galatea and 
Planter. 


Tue BANKS, &c. The Albany Argus says: The 
Bank of .dlbany and the Commercial bank of this 
city having announced their resumption of specie 

ayments, all of the Albany banks have now resu- 
med the redemption of their notes in specie 

The New York American on noticing the re- 
sumption of the Albany banks, says: “We cannot 
but look upon this notice from the Argus, as upon 
some similar notices in some of our city papers, 
respecting two or three banks here, as injudicious, 
and, possibly, injurious, by misleading opinion. 

It is not accurate, in point of fact, to say of any 
bank that it has resumed specie payments, when it 
does not pay its deposites in specie, if required, as 
well as its notes; and when, moreover, its notes had 
mainly been withdrawn before giving the notice. 

It looks, too, like “‘paltering with us in a double 
sense,” ”” 

The New York Gazette of Monday says, ‘There 
was a private meeting of the officers of our city 
banks on Saturday evening, on the subject of re- 
sunning specie payments, it is rumored, but the re- 
sult of their deliberations we were unable to learn.”’ 

The New Haven (Ct.) bank resumed the pay- 
ment of its bills with specie on Tuesday. 

The Commonwealth bank of Boston has stopped 
payment, and been stricken from the roll of the asso- 
ciated banks of that city. It was a deposite bank, 
and has, according to a statement of a correspondent 
of the Intelligencer, ‘‘a very large amount of bills in 
circulation, All the fishing bounties in this state 
have lately been paid out in their bills. Some few 
individuals owe them a large amount. John K. 
Simpson, in particular, owed them avery heavy 
sum, and his (recent) death has probably hastened 
their destruction. He was president of the bank.” 

Some have expressed an opinion that its bills 
will be redeemed, but recent statements do not con- 
firm that impression. 

The failure, it is stated, was caused by the pre- 


 Sentation of government drafts which they could not 


meet. 
The legislature of Massachusetts, now in ses- 


Sion, has appointed committees to investigate the 


allairs of the Commonwealth, Franklin and Lafay- 
ette Banks, which hold secret sessions daily. 

A committee of the legislature of Maryland is 
low engaged in inspecting the business of the 
banks of that state. 

The price of specie was last week rapidly de- 
clining in New York, Philadehia, &c. It is, how- 
‘ver, again rising. The following are the latest 
{uotations we have seen: 

From the New York Commercial of Jan. 17. 

Specie. The sales this morning were 500 patriot 
loubloons at 16.08. We note American gold 3a4 
Premium; half dollars 34 do., quarters 24a- do; 


Mexican dollars 3a— do; Spanish do. 4al0 do; five 


iC pieces 954a964; sovereigns $6; doubloons 


17a$17.25; patriot do. $16.00a$16.08. 


Treasury notes—ia}i premium. Sales of $2,000 


Bat former rate, 
paes at the New York Stock Exchange, Jan. 18. 


60 shares Unite! States bank, -  - 119 


pales at the Philadelphia Stock Exchange, Jan. 18. 


121 
101 


_S shares U, §. bank, . . ~ 
OL. ITJ--Sre, 2) 


U. S. Bank. A letter received yesterday by a 
gentleman of this city from his correspondent in 
Philadelphia, mentions that Mr. Jaudon, the agent 
of the U. S. bank in London, had disposed of 
$7,000,000 of the stock of that institution on favor- 
able terms. 

In reference to Mr. Jaudon’s proceedings in Lon- 
don, the Philadelphia U. S. Gazette quotes the fol- 
lowing paragraph from a London paper of Decem- 
ber 9th: 

“The opening of the United States bank, which 
has been established here, conducted by Mr. Sam- 
uel Jaudon, has already been of material importance 
to the American trade, in providing the means of 
easy and safe remittances. The orders received 
for British manufactured and other goods by the 
packet ships Orpheus and Sampson, which have 
come in this week, are considerable, by which in- 
creased employment will be given to the inhabi- 
tants of the manufacturing districts, during, it is 
hoped, the greater portion of the inclement season 
of the year.”” [Balt Amer. 





LATEST FROM Texas. We learn from the New 
Orleans Picayune of the 12th inst. that the steamer 


from Galveston, and brings intelligence that a great 
panic was created at Houston by the arrival of an 
express with the report that Bexar (San Antonio) 
had been surrounded by a body of Mexicans. It 
was, however, ascertained subsequently that the 
whole story arose from the circumstance of 60 or 
100 Mexican robbers having attacked the post. 
The outer sentry was killed, one soldier captured, 
and the horses of the cavalry carried off. 

Captains Carnes and Wells pursued the marau- 
ders, but having no horses they returned without 
effecting any thing. 

The people of Texas are somewhat aroused by 
these rumors of invasion. Four hundred and nine- 
ty five men had been raised at Houston and great 
anxiety was manifested to encounter the enemy 
whether he should make an irruption from the 
west, or a descent upon the eastern coast. 

In addition to the foregoing, we give the follow- 
ing from the Courier of yesterday evening, com- 
municated to the captain of the constitution by a 
gentleman who left San Antonio, on the 4th in- 
stant:— 
| “The rumor afloat, relative to an invasion from 
Mexico, originated from some spies who discovered 
near San Patricio a body of several hundred Mexi- 
cans. Their horses cropped close four acres of 
grasson eachnight. Every encampment exhibited 
_marks of about a hundred fires. They had five 
wagons, and possibly some cannon. 

“It was generally supposed at San Antonio, that 
they had been sent out to protect the herdsmen, 
who are driving in cattle towards the Rio Grande.” 

President Houston has issued his proclamation, 
recalling all the Texan agents authorized to sell 
land scrip, and revoking their powers; and declar- 
ing that hereafter no land scrip is to be sold for less 
than one dollar and fifty cents per acre; and that 
when such scrip be sold, the money to be placed 
in specie paying banks, subject to the order of the 
secretary of the treasury, and the sale attested by 
the cashier of such bank; that hereafter no money 
will be received for any debts or dues payable to 
the republic, either for custom or taxes, except pro- 
missory notes of the government, gold or silver; 
that allland scrip sold on credit heretofore, must 
be returned, and the land relinquished and cancel- 
led, as no agents are ever authorized fo sell on credit 
but positively and expressly limited only for cash. 


| 








Misstsstpp1. We published a letter a few days 
since, showing the state of parties in the Mississip- 
pi legislature, now in session, and the probability 
of the election of a democratic senator to succeed 
Mr. Black, in a fewdays. We hourly expect to 
receive this intelligence. The following extracts 
from two leading papers of opposite politics confi»m 
the statements of our correspondent as to the rela- 
tive strength of parties in the legislature: 

[ Globe. 
From the Vicksburg Sentinel and Expositor of Janu- 
ary 2—a whig paper. 

“The administration party has a majority of 
twenty or thirty votes inthe legislature, and if they 
wish, they can easily elect their man.” 





Constitution arrived at that place on the 7th inst. | 





From the Natchez Free Trader of the 21st Dec. 


‘‘The next session of the legislature commences 
at Jackson onthe first Monday (the first day) of 
January, 1838. The following is an accurate po- 
litical classification of the members of the legisla- 
ture: In the senate, democrats, 17; whigs, 13. In 
the house, democrats, 53; whigs, 37. Democratic 
majority on joint ballot, 20.” 





From Canapa. The following extracts contain 
all the authentic intelligence from Canada which 
we have received since our Jast. Gen. Scott and 
gov. Marcy left Buffalo on Saturday last for Schlos- 
ser; at which place it is said a large number of 
wagons had arrived for the purpose of conveying 
the troops on Navy Island, as was believed, to Lew- 
istown. A heavy cannonading was heard in the 
vicinity of Navy Island on the night of the 12th 
inst. but it does not appear that a regular demon- 
stration has been nade against it. 


Volunteers are crowding to the scene of hostili- 
ties to protect our shore; but we believe there is no 
danger that our troops will come into collision with 
the British forces, and will be greatly disappointed 
if the presence of general Scott does not speedily 
restore tranquillity. He is a great favorite with 
our citizens in that section, and the most implicit 


reliance is placed on his vigilance and discretion. 


The special messenger alluded to in the follow- 
ing from the Journal of Commerce, arrived in 
Washington yesterday. 

The New York Journal of Commerce, 2d edi- 
tion of Thursday, 2, P. M. says—A messenger 
from Upper Canada passed through this city yester- 
day, with despatches from governor Head to Mr. 
Fox, the British minister at Washington. They 
are understood to relate to the Schlosser affair; and 
are supposed to specify the circumstances and mo- 
tives which occasioned the orders for the attack.” 


The Buffalo Journal of the 11th inst. says: Capt. 
G. Wright of U. S. army, commanding the recruit- 
ing station in this city, has received orders from 
Washington, to occupy Fort Niagara with all his 
disposable force from here, and an additional num- 
ber from Rochester to make up 50 men. 


The Albany Argus of the 13th inst. says: Two 
hundred regular troops, from New York, took pas- 
sage in the 9 o’clock train of cars yesterday, for the 
frontier, under the charge of major Young. They 
were to be joined, we understand, by some 150 
more on their way. Several hundred stand of arms 
went with them, from the U.S. arsenal at Wa- 
tervliet. 


From the New York American of Wednesday. 


From the frontier we have more intelligence to 
day. Weregret that gov. Head should have ap- 
proved col. McNabb’s course in ordering the 
Caroline to be cut out. By the letter of the officer 
commanding the expedition, however, it would 
seem that when they embarked on it, the Caroline 
was thought to be at Navy Island; and that when 
not found there, the expedition, nevertheless, pro- 
ceeded “til they found her ‘‘moored between the 
island and the main shore.” How this tallies with 
the subsequent statemeut that those who did not 
resist ‘‘were quietly put on shore,” we hardly un- 
derstand, unless it be intended to say, which has 
no where else been hinted at, that they were taken 
on board the attacking boats and rowed to the main 
shore. Concerning another material fact, there is 
manifest falsehood somewhere, for Captain Drew 
avers that his boats were first fired upon by the 
sentinel, and that there was armed resistance from 
the steamboat, while, on our side, it is solemnly 
sworn there were no arms used, or on board. 


From the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser of 12th. 


Governor Marcy and major general Scott, of 
the United States army, arrived in this city about 
12 o’clock last night. Gen. Scott has, we under- 
stand, been ordered here to take command of all the 
militia and other forces which have, or may be or- 
dered to this frontier, for the purpose of enforcing 
onr own laws and fulfilling in good faith the treaty 
stipulations of our government with that of Great 
Britian. 

The governor, we understand, will order into 
service so many of our patriotic militia as general 
Scott may require, and the latter officer, we pre- 
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sume, is fully instructed as the course which the 
honor and interest of the nation require the general 
government to pursue. From the high standing 
and. known ability of gen. Scott, we doubt not that 
all orders of his will be promptly, efficiently, and 
exactly executed. 


The arrival of gen. Scott will, it is generally 
thought, put an end to the Canada war, on this side 
at least. We have the data for giving a full and 
complete history of the manner in which the excite- 
ment here was got up, and the means that have been 
employed to increase and prolong it, which we shall 
take an early occasion to lay before our readers. 
When the facts are all known, they will serve to 
confirm chancellor Oxenstiern’s estimate of the 
causes producing great events. 


[From the St Catharines (U. 8.) Journal] 
Postcripi. The following document, in MS. 
has been placed in our hands, which sets the mat- 
ter in its true light. We have also received sundry 
official despatches affidavits, &c. testifying to the 
principal incidents of the whole transaction, which 
are too lengthy for insertion, at this late hour, but 
will be given in our next: 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
Head quarters, Chippewa, Jan. 3, 1838. 
Col. McNabb has great satisfaction in announ- 
cing to the forces under his command, that the de- 
struction of the steamboat Caroline, in the employ- 
ment of the pirates on Navy Island, which was ef- 
fected in a manner so highly creditable to the gal- 
lant volunteers from the naval brigade and troops, 
on the night of the 29th Dec. 1837, has met with 
the unqualified approbation of his excellency the 
lieutenant governor, and that his excellency desires 
to express to capt. Drew, and to the brave volun- 
teers who accompanied him, his thanks for the im- 
portant service they have rendered to this province, 
and which his excellency will lose no time in mak- 
ing known to her majesty’s government. By 
order, &c. BROCK YOUNG, 
Assistant brigade major. 
Copy of a letter from captain Drew, commander 
royal navy, tothe honorable A. N. McNabb, colonel 
commanding her majesty’s forces: 
Head quarters, Chippewa, 30th Dec., 1837. 
Str: I have the honor to inform you, that in 
obedience to your commands to burn, sink, or des- 
troy the piratical steain vessel which had been ply- 
ing between Navy Island and the American shore 


knowledging that he had belonged to Duncombe’s 
ariny, and was on board the steamer to join Mac- 
kenzie upon Navy Island. ANDREW DREW. 

Return of the wounded. Lieutenant Shepard Mc- 
Cormack, royal navy, desperately; captain Warren, 
slightly; John Arnold, severely. 

ANDREW DREW. 

Copy of a letter from the honorable A. N. Mc- 
Nabb, to Colonel Strachan. 

Head quarters, Chippewa, Jan. 1st, 1838. 
_ Str: I have the honor to enclose to you for the 
information of his excellency the lieutenant gov- 
ernor, the report of captain Drew, R. N., of the 
capture and destruction by fire, of the piratical 
steamer Caroline, while engaged in the service of 
the rebels of Navy Island. 

The report of that gallant officer, his excellency 
will observe, is written with that modesty which 
always distinguishes the accounts of a brave man 
of his own valor; but I beg to assure his excel- 
lency, that it was a most daring and spirited action, 
and for which I feel most grateful to capt. Drew 
and the brave fellows under his command, who so 
nobly volunteered to perform this desperate service. 

I shall take an early opportunity to forward to 
his excellency the names of the party under capt. 
Drew, that the country may know every actor in 
this gallant affair. 


It affords me the greatest satisfaction to state, 
that capt. McCormack, although severely wound- 
ed, is in a fair way of recovery. Capt. Arno!d’s 
wound will, I trust, soon be healed. Capt. War- 
ren, (late of the 66th), is doing duty as usual. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, ALLAN N. McNABB, 

Colonel commanding. 
Lo col. Strachan, military secretary, &c. &c. &c. 


ae 


We have been favored with the following ex- 
tract of a letter from one of our most respectable 
and intelligent citizens, who resides in the vicinity 
of the scene of hostilities, to a gentleman in Wash- 
ington—and publish it for general information, 
though not concurring in many of its inferences. 

**You ask—*What is to be the result of things in 
Canada?’ 

I had partly anticipated your question in a pre- 
vious letter, which was in transitu with yours, and 
I will now proceed with the remainder. 

At the conquest of Canada by England, from 








the whole of yesterday, I ordered a look out to be 
kept upon her, and at about 5 P. M. of yesterday, 
when the day had closed in, Mr. Harris of the roy- 
al navy reported the vessel to me as having moved 
off Navy Island. I immediately directed five beats 
to be armed and manned with 45 volunteers, and at 
about 11 0’clock, P. M. we pushed off from the 
shore for Navy Island, when not finding her there, 
as expected, we went in search, and found her moor- 
ed between the Island and the main shore. 

I then assembled the boats off the point of the 
Island, and dropped quietly down upon the steamer; 
we were not discovered until within twenty yards 
of her, when the sentry upon the gangway hailed 
us, and asked for the countersign, which I told him 
we would give when we got on board; he then fired 
upon us, when we immediately boarded and found 
from twenty to thirty men upon her decks, who 
were easily overcome, and in two minutes sie was 
in our possession. As the current was running 
strong, and our position close to the Falls of Nia- 
gara, I deeined it most prudent to burn the vessel; 
but previously to setting her on fire, we took the 

recaution te loose her from her moorings, and turn 
bet out into the stream, to prevent the possibility of 
the destruction of any thing like American proper- 
ty. Inshort, all those on board the steamer who 
did not resist, were quietly put on shore, as I thought 
it possible there might be some American citizens 
on board. Those who assailed us were of course 
dealt with according to the usages of war. 


I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of the 
officers and men who accompanied me; their cool- 
ness and bravery show what may be expected from 
them when their country requires their services; 
where all behave so well it would be invidious in 
me to particularize any one, but I may be excused 
for mentioning the gallant conduct of lient. Shep- 
ard McCormack, of the royal navy, who nobly 
seconded me, and had to encounter several of the 
pirates in the fore part of the vessel, by which I 
regret to say he has received five desperaie wounds; 
we have also two others wounded, and I regret to 
add that five or six of the enemy were killed. <A 
return of our wounded I beg to subjoin. TI have 
the honor to be, sir, your most ob’t humble servant, 

ANDREW DREW, 
Commander of the royal navy. 

P.S. I beg to add that we brought one prisoner 

away, @ British subject, in consequence of his ac- 


France, under general Wolf, the conquerors con- 
ceded to the conquered the right to retain their lan- 


| guage and laws in public uses and records; also, | 


their large seignories, or manorial grants of land, 
and their glebe lands and religion. By this liberal 
concession, the French people have retained a ma- 
| jority of the members in the lower house of the 
|provincial parliament, 

Since the conquest, and under the wings of the 
British government, there has been a gradual cur- 
rent of an English Protestant emigration, whose 
industry and enterprize go to build up society at 
a pace that threatens, eventually, to overgrow the 
old French canaille Catholic population, and to 
take away their place, nation, language and reli- 
gion, somewhat as the whites overgrow our old In- 
dian villages. 

Their priests see it and fear the final result, and 
have for years past been instigating their people 
ou {0 measures opposing the administration of the 
British governinent over them, while they yet have 
the power to elect a majority in their house of as- 
seinbly, hoping for some contingency, either by a 
| war, or otherwise, to get a cession of Canada to 
| the United States, ahi which to erect the pro- 
vince into a state government under our confedera- 
cy, in which event they could retain their old lan- 
guage, laws and religion, and have a strong foot- 
hold to extend their influence over the United 
States. But in the management of the Cana- 
dian affairs they have had the adroit cunning to 
|keep themselves in the back ground. But they 
|brought forward Mr. Papineau, a man of some 
\talent, as their ostensible leader, who has led on 
the measures at home, and has corresponded with 
Messrs. Hume and Roebuck, members of the Bri- 
|tish parliament, and also with M’Kenzie of the 
| Upper Province, who, among them all, have raised 
(a great hue and ery about the cruel tyranny and 
oppression of the British colonial government, 
| making a strong appeal to the sympathies of our 
citizens in favour of their freedom and liberties, 
and to involve us in a war with England in order 
to seduce and use us as the instrument to accom- 





the case is, it was only a conflict between the old 
French Catholic colonists and the later English 
Protestant emigrants, who, or which of them 
should govern Lower Canada! This was, as I un- 
rderstood, the subject last summer in Upper Canada, 





—,. 
and it is what you will see demonstrated bY the 
fact that the house of assembly, with Mr, Papin isa 
for their speaker, have, for three or four years ‘ie 
refused to grant supply bills to pay their public of 
ficers, and claimed the right to elect their gover), 
and their legislative council—which measures if 
granted, would have stripped the British Bovern. 
ment of all its authority over the province. That 
all the names of the rebels given in our Public 
prints, are French names, except their general 
Brown, who was formerly from Vermont, ied 
doctor Nelson, whom they had seduced into thei 
ranks: again, that all the English Protestant popy. 
lation sided with government and volunteered in 
the militia. 

The English people were dissatisfied with th, 
government for giving too much indulgence to the 
French people, in their claims, clamors, and caba}; 
for years past—while the fact was that England wa; 
tied down by the terms of the old treaty and could 
not well recall the rights conceded to the |, 
French colonists. And I presume on it asa pro. 
bability, that the English government has desiep. 
edly played this game of imbecile policy, for th 
purpose of allowing the French population to o, 
on to actual rebeilion, and then, under the 2¢ ¢o),. 
quest, to add new terms to the old treaty by order. 
ing all public transactions to be made in Englis) 
under English laws; the large manorial tracts of 
land to be cut up and sold, and to make some djs. 
position of the glebe lands. 

This is the view of Lower Canada affairs ag | 
understand them, and all the developments of thejy 
civil war and rebellion have so far confirmed my 
opinions on the subject. ’ 

Having kept no copy of my letter to you of 
about the 18th or 20th December, I have forgottey 
how far I detail to you the affairs of Upper Cana. 
da. I will briefly add here, that after M’Kerzic 
had delved away with his newspaper, in opposition 
to the government, for ten years, in which time he 
once had obtained a majority of the members in 
the house of assembly and himself eiected a men. 
ber, yet under the new governor, Head, who came 
there nearly two years ago, found the majority of 
the House against him, dissolved the parliament, is- 
sued writs for a new election, which was had in 
August or September, 1836, in which a inajority of 
from 14 to 20, in 62 members, were returned in {a- 





plish their ultimate object—while the true fact of 


yor of the government and its administration under 
| the new governor, and M’Kenzie lost more than 
‘half of his former ground. 

| I believe that I described the class and charie- 
‘ter of the radical party, and said that the olf 
tories or Upper Canada loyalists, and also the bet. 
iter classes of the English, Scotch and Irish emi- 
grants, composing the great body of the intelli. 
gence, wealth, and influence of the province, were. 
decided monarchists. That a few disappointed 
men among them, were the leaders of the radical 
prrty—that the great body of the radicals belonze: 
to the middling and lower classes of society—thi 
although these voted together on the same ticket, 
yet they embodied two parties. The more inte 
cent among them, and mostly those whose industy 
had made themselves a comfortable living, welt 
reformers, who, in the language of Mr. Bidwell, 
(with whom I have conversed,) aimed at gett! 
an amelioration in the admiuistration of the £0 
_vernment by a course or series of peaceful pout 
‘eal operations, but not to change the basis priucl- 
| ples of the government—while the more ignoral! 
jand unintelligent part of the radicals, who oul 
| scarcely tell you the difference between reiorm 3 
rebellion, were the revolutionists. 

| There is no such grievous oppression of the &* 
| 

| 

| 








vernment sufficient to bring the courage of oe 
men up to the fighting and sticking point. te 
but slightly feel what they talk in their bar.rool! 
politics; nor are their few leaders of intellige™ 
imen endowed with the capacity, or possess the pe 
litical and military science, sufficient to plan a 
iexecute arevolution. You cannot fully underst®! 
| these remarks, without having seen their people uf 
compared the standard of their intellect “eo 
Yankee people—but the result shows you t sh 
was such men that both M’Kenzie and doctor Di 
combe had with them; for, when the rebellion br r 
out, the reformers left the radicals, volunteeres | 
the militia, and defended the government; hol 
M’Kenzie’s 1,000 men only stood une or Aco 
(back of Toronto), before they fled, and ge f 
Duncombe’s 700, 800, or 900 men at Oakland. ~ Z 
Malcom’s mills, retreated to Norwich, 12 “— 
when they heard that McNabb, with the Fo of 
ment militia, had reached Brantford, 12 wee 
Oakland, and at Norwich dispersed without 
agin. That was on the 15th December, 2°" 
ended the rebellion in Upper Canada. oie 

M’Kenzie fled and reached Buffalo, where 
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succeeded in exciting the feelings of our citizens, 
to call meetings, and to huzza for Papineau and li- 
berty—gathered the loafers of our taverns and vil- 
Jages, and made a pitch on Navy Island about three 
weeks ago. This forms a nucleus for our volun- 
teers, and under this the flaming zeal of Canadian 
atriotism has overrun this section of the state 
Fike a wild fire. They have got, out of our public 
arsenals, or elsewhere, about 1,000 stand of small 
arms. They have taken the field pieces out of 
the gun-houses of every artillery company of the 
state militia, in Erie, Chatauque, Genessee, Nia- 
ara, Orleans, and Monroe counties, until, reports 
say they have the various numbers of 20, 24, 26, 
98, and even 30 pieces of artillery on hand, and 
they have got abundance of provisions, ammuni- 
tions and munitions en hand, and an army of 1000, 
1500 and even 2000 men—but sober men say the 
real number is about 600 and their supplies rather 
scanty. 








BS 








Our loss was severe, as we had 27 killed and 110 
wounded. Killed, lieutenant colonel Thompson, 
captain Swearingen, and lieutenants Brook and 
Center, of the regular army, and colonel Gentry, of 
the Missouri volunteers, and many officers wound- 
ed, but 1 hope not dangerously. We capturedsome 
200 or 300 cattle and 90 or 100 horses from the In- 
dians the day after the battle.” — Nat. Int. 

The following letter, received in a newspaper 
slip by mail, adds some further particulars of the 
acuon referred to in the above letter: 

From the New Orleans Bulletin. 
The following extract from a letter written by 


colonel Davenport, gives fully the particulars of | 


the battle fought by the troops under the command 
of colonel Taylor, against the Indians headed by 
Sam Jones. 
Fort Gardner, 31st Dec., on the Kissimmee. 
Hearing that Sam Jones, with the Micasukies, 


Mr. Garrow, the United States marshal, with a| were not far off, we left a small comand to go on 
number of deputies, has been on the lines a fort- | with the work, and went in pursuit of him; aftera 


night, but has notdone much, efficiently, to restrain | 
them. 
York came two days ago and made a demand of 
general Van Renssellaer for the state guns, who 
took 24 hours to give his answer, but which has | 
not yet come to hand. 

Notwithstanding this tornado of patriotism has 
been blowing over us like a tempest for a fortnight 
past, yet the great body of our sensible, intelligent, 
business men, are right in head and heart, but they 
have been brow-beaten down by the others with 
the Shibboleth of rory 
have threatened to warn men out of town, if they | 
wrote and communicated any of their proceedings. 
I had an accusation made against me for writing on 
an affair that I had no knowledge of until after the 
accusation was made. 

Last week the volunteers got a small steam boat | 
at Buffalo, and were using it for their ferry boat | 
from Fort Schlosser to Navy Island. On Friday | 
night, the 29th ult., the British manned five row | 
boats at Chippeway to take her. The first story 
we heard here (25 miles from the island), on Sa- 
turday was, that they boarded her, lying at old 
Fort Schlosser landing, fought and killgd all but 
two or three of the thirty men on board, towed her | 
into the stream, sat fire to her and sent her over the | 
Falls! This most unlucky, as well as most unwar- | 
rantable, act, called out a regiment of our militia on | 
Sunday to go and guard the lines. | 

The later story is that colonel M’Nabb, of the | 
Canadian militia, supposing the steamboat was | 
armed for war, and was lying at the landing on | 
Navy Island, sent out his boats, who found her ly- | 
ing at Schlosser, on our shore—that only five men | 
were killed in the battle, the others having fled— | 
the boat burned and sent over the Falls. One man 
on board jumped ashore and ran to Buffalo, and | 
there told that he knew a number of others who also | 
got on shore and ran into the woods, and that they 
had time for all to get ashore. So that this sad ca- 
tastrophe is considerably narrowed down from our 
first reports. 

But this occurrence raised the dander of our peo- 
ple, and all of us were in commotion for a few 
days—but the public feeling is now subsiding into 
a calm. 

The volunteers had boasted that they had killed 
150 of the Canadians with their field pices, in firing 
from the island, and we were very composed at that. 

In order to keep up the courage and patriotism 
of the volunteers, reports have been freely circu- 
lated that a large portion of the Canadians would 
flock to their standard and they put down all con- 
tradiction of it by the cry of tory. But the several 
reports that doctor Duncombe, after having fled to 
Detriot, had raised an army of 1000 men and had 
taken Fort Malden and was marching down the 
country to Chippewa to cover their landing, begins 
to fail them, and all their other hopes of the people 
rising in Canada. 

As far as [ have learned, the functionaries of our 
national and state governments have done their du- 
ty to their country.” 

















AUTHENTIC FROM FLORIDA. 

Extract of a letter received in this city from an officer 

of the army, dated 

: ‘© Fort Gardner, Dec. 31, 1837. 

“<The Ist brigade, under the command of colonel 

aylor, reached this, a few hours since, from Lake 
Okee-cho-hee, where it encountered the Indians, 
and, after a severe and bloody battle, which lasted 
several hours, the Indians were driven in every di- 
rection, leaving 10 dead on the ground, and no 
doubt they bore off many others that were kille@. 

heir position was of the strongest, as we had to 
Pass three-quarters of a mile up to our knees, in 


TORY—Tory—and they | 





mud and water to reach them ina cypress thicket. 


journey of about 30 miles, we found him in the 
However, the state commissary of New | Okee Ochlee Lake, on the 25th instant, ina cypress 


swamp, fronted by a slough almost impassable, but 
it was necessary to cross itto reach him. This 
slough was nearly half a mile wide, and, in going 
through it, the men were frequently up to their 
waists in mud. A disposition for battle was soon 
made, and the troops marched forward, and when 
within about 80 to 100 yards of the cypress swamp, 
the Indians commenced a furious attack and kept 
it up for one hour, returning three times to the at- 
tack, but being driven the third time, they gave 


way, leaving part of their dead on the field, and | ta 
|arms and munitions of war which may be found on 


much of their plunder. 


Officers and soldiers, in all, killed, 27, and 110 | 
he Indians left on the field 8 killed | 


wounded. 
it may be presumed they carried off a portion of 


their dead ; we have but little doubt that their loss | 








right to pursue their accustomed trade in arms or 
munitions of war with either of the belligerents. 
If our vessels should be captured upon the high 
seas, these articles would be confiscated as contra- 
band of war, and our citizens would lose their pro- 
perty; but still the neutral duties of our country 
would not be violated. No belligerent nation would 
have aright to complain to our government. Thus 
stands the law of nations; and the act of 1818 does 
not interfere with these neutral rights. In regard 
to our trade by sea, with all foreign natious in arms 
and munitions of war, this bill did not interfere. 
But we had three neighbors on our frontiers, Ca- 
nada, Texas, and Mexico: and the duties of good 
neighborhood required of us something more than 
a strict adherence to the principles of the law of 
nations. In Europe, reciprocal treaties between 
couterminous nations generally regulated this mat- 
ter. It was out of all reason and justice that, upon 
any sudden commotion in a neighboring state, the 
insurgents should be directly aided and assisted in 
carrying on their hostilities by vessels, and by arms, 
and munitions of war, furnished to them for that 
very purpose by citizens of the United States. Un- 
less this could be prevented, we would make our- 
selves parties to every intestine commotion which 
might arise in the states and colonies along our 
frontier. To prevent and to remedy this evil was 
the sole object of the present bill. Mr. B. said that 
this bill contained no penalties. It was a measure 
entirely of prevention, not of punishment, and ope- 
rated exclusively on property. The first section 
authorizes the seizure of any vessel belonging to 
citizens of the United States, which may be fitted 
out upon our lakes and rivers, together with the 


board, when the circumstances of the case render it 
probable that such vessel is about to pass the frontier 
for the purpose of aiding and assisting those per- 
sons who have taken up arms against the establish- 


was fully as great as ours in proportion to the num-|ed government of a neighboring state or colony. 
ber they had in battle, which was estimated between | Such vessel, however, isto be released the moment 


300 and 500; our force was upwards of 600 men. 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION—SENATE. 

January 15. The vice president laid before the 
senate several communications from the war de- 
partment, transmitting a report from the chief offi- 
cer of the topographical bureau, relating to the 
survey of Kennebeck river, Maine; also, a report 


/recommending an increase of the pay of the clerks 


S ° 
of the Indian department; also, a report relating to 


the Cherokee treaty of 1835; also, the report of the 
commissioner of Indian affairs, as per resolution of 
the senate ; which were referred, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A message from the president of the United 


| States was received, recommending the considera- 


tion of the following subjects: 

Ist. Of constructing a hospital or asylum for lu- 
natics in Washington city. 

2d. The construction of a new jail in the same. 

3d. The construction of a new court-house at 
Alexandria. 

The above subjects having been presented by 
the grand jury of the county of Washington, with 
permission of the circuit court. 

A number of memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred, and several re- 
solutions of minor importance submitted; all of 
which will be noticed when before the senate for 
its final action. 

The engrossed bill to settle the claims of the exe- 
cutors of R. W. Meade, and the bill making an ap- 
propriation for the removal of the raft in the Red 
river, were severally read the third time, passed, 
and sent to the other house for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the bill reported 


from the committee on foreign relations, to meet, 
the present emergency onthe Niagara frontier, was | 


taken up. 

Mr. Buchanan said that it would be proper for 
him to give a brief explanation of the provisions of 
this bill; and he should perform this duty with as 
much brevity as possible. The committee on fo- 


reign relations, in examining the act of the 20th of | 








the owners will give sufficient security that neither 
it, nor the arts and munitions of war found in it, 
shall be used for sucha purpose. If this security 
should not be given, itis then retained until the pre- 
sident shall order it to be restored. The secorid sec- 


tion contains a similar provision in regard to arms 


and munitions of war belonging to the citizens of 
the United States, when there is probable cause to 
believe that they are destined to carry on such bosti- 
lities. ‘The other provisions of the bill required no 
explanation. Mr. B. felt confident it was not ne- 


| cessary for him, at this time, to go further into the 


subject. He was prepared, however, to afford any 


| further explanations to any senator who might ask 


them. 

One other remark he would make before he took 
his seat. He had read with great astonishment and 
no less regret, in the morning papers, a letter from 
col. McNabb, commanding a portion of the British 
forces in Canada. That officer not only avows 
that the steamboat Caroline was destroyed by his 
orders, but he glories in the deed; in his opinion a 
captain in the royal navy has acquired distinction 
by the destruction of this vessel. Now if any 
thing could aggravate the enormity of the outrage 
which had been committed on our neutral rigbts, 
it would be this bold avowal and justification of the 
act. But, said Mr. B. we are bound to perform 
our duties to all nations, and we are equally bound by 
a regard for the character of the nation, and the in- 
sulted rights of our fellow-citizens, to require the 
British government to call the authors of this out- 
rage to the strictest account, and not to be satisfied 
without the most ample atonement. The British 
government would have an equal right to order the 
commander of one of their vessels of war to enter a 
port of the United States, and capture any vessel 
which they might find there, if they fancied or be- 
lieved that such vessel was to be employed in hos- 
tilities against them. Our territory and our juris- 
diction has been violated in the capture of the Ca- 
roline, and national honor requires that we shall 
not submit to this injury without ample redress. 

As it was not his purpose to enter into any argu- 
ment upon this subject, he would conclude his re- 


April, 1818, which had embodied all the for:iner| marks by offering to substitute as an amendment, 


laws upon the subject, found that it had been care- 
fully drawn, and was well adapted to preserve our 
neutral relations with belligerent powers. The 
committee, therefore, do not propose to make any 
change in its general provisions. Under the law of 
nations, the citizens or subjects of belligerent na- 
tions may come to this country and purchase arms 
and munitions of war; and our citizens have aright 
to sell them, without any violation of our neutrali- 
ty. The individuals who may make such pur- 
chases must get them home as well as they can ; 
and must incur the risk of having them captured by 
theirenemy. Our own citizens have also a perfect 





the three sections which he held in his hand, for 
the three first sections of the bill. These sections 
did not change the bill in any material particular, 
but they had been prepared with much care, so as 
to meet the cases which the committee had in view 
with greater precision. 

Mr. Ruggles was desirous of introducing an 
amendment calculated to meet the case of the dis- 
puted territory of the state of Maine; for this reason 
Mr. R. hopedashort delay might take place to afford 
the necessary time, as he was not at present pre- 
pared for the purpose, and he wished the amend- 
ment of Mr. B. to be printed. 
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Mr. Buchanan replied that although, if the bill 
was to pass, it ought to be passed speedily, he 
would, nevertheless, not oppose a short delay to ac- 
commodate the gentleman, if he desired it. 

Mr. Ruggles said a little delay was necessary, as 
he understood that important despatches had ar- 
rived relative to the affairs of the Maine boundary 
line, which might affect the nature of the amend- 
ment he should wish to add to this bill. 

Mr. Buchanan said he would think it very un- 
fortunate if this very unfortunate question on the 
Maine boundary should be mixed up with this sub- 
ject. He thought the question of that boundary 
was of itself sufficient in importance to command 
the attention of congress, when it should be pre- 
sented. But at present, Mr. B. understood, and 
from high authority, that a definitive answer was 
expected to be soon received at the department of 
state to the last proposition made to the British 
authorities by the president of the United States. 
Whether it would be satisfactory or not, Mr. B. 
did not know; but he now thought that to take the 
question out of the hands of the executive, and put 
it into this bill, ok, yoo the police on our north- 
ern frontier, would prove unfortunate both for the 
bill and the boundary question. As the amend- 
ment which Mr. B. had proposed was merely ex- 
planatory, and as gentlemen desired it, he moved 
that it be printed, and that the bills be made the 
special order for to-morrow. 

Mr. Ruggles disavowed any intention to embar- 
rass the bill; and from the remarks of the senator, 
and from the avowal that the steamboat at Niagara 
was assaulted by authority, he had no special de- 
sire now to press his object, and therefore withdrew 
his amendment. 


Mr. Buchanan’s amendment was adopted, order- 
ed to be printed, and the bill was made the special 
order for to-morrow. 

The bill for the better security of the lives of 
peewee aboard vessels propelled wholly or in part 

y steam, was also made the special order for to- 
morrow. 


The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named, (connected with the mail, the most impor- 
tant part of the bill relating to pay for the con- 
struction ofa road between Mobile and N. Orleans, 
disallowed by the present postmaster general), was 
taken up and considered. 

After some brief remarks by Messrs. Grundy, 
Clay, of Al., Niles and King, on the proposition of 
Mr. K. to substitute the postmaster general for a 
commission of three, composed of the solicitor and 
first auditor of the treasury and the auditor of the 
post office, Mr. King withdrew this amendment. 

The question now coming up on an amendment 
offered by Mr. Hubbard, taking the final decision 
on the subject from the above commission, and re- 
quiring them merely to examine and report to the 
senate, 


Mr. Grundy urged the propriety of leaving the 
final decision to the before-named arbitrators, on 
the ground that they were competent, and that the 
amount involved was not very great. 

Mr. Davis said important principles were involv- 
ed, altogether paramount to the smallness or great- 
ness of the claim. One of these was, whether con- 

ress would make compensation for a greater weight 
in the mail than was expected at the time of the 
contract. Another, more important, was, whether 
congress, under contracts for carrying the mail, 
would pay for the construction of post roads. The 
contractors who constructed the road between New 
Orleans and Mobile, he stated, had not even fulfill- 
ed their contract to carry the mail, having never, in 
a single instance, carried it through in the time 
stipulated, and having, therefore, been displaced by 
other contractors. And yet they had received full 
compensation for carrying the mail for the whole 
time of their contract. The department had no au- 
thority to construct the road, even if they had con- 
tracted to that effect. But principles of so much 
importance and se extensive bearing ought to be 
settled by congress, and not ia a corner by a board 
of commissioners. 


Several unimportant amendments having been 
made and agreed to, after a further discussion, in 
which Messrs. Niles, Hubbard, Sevier and Buchanan 
participated, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time. 


The following private bills were then taken up 
and ordered to a third reading: 

Bill for the relief of the steamboat company of 
Nantucket. Bill for the relief of Caroline E. Clith- 
eralil. Bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy, of 
Arkansas. The bill for the relief of Samuel Fergu- 
son. For the relief of gen. Thomas A. Smith. 
For the relief of the legal representatives of Francis 
Cazeau. 

A number of bills, chiefly private, were received 


from the house, and subsequently read twice and 

referred. 

The vice president presented a communication 
from the secretary of the treasury, with copies of 
the returns, &c. of the United States Bank. 

After an executive session, the senate adjourned. 

January, 16. A message was received from the 
president of the United States through Mr. 42. Van 
Buren, his private secretary. 

The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
sented and referred ; 

By Mr. McKean: The memorial of J. N. Barker 
and others, of Philadelphia, remonstrating against 
repealing the law establishing an express mail. Re- 
ferred to the committee on the post office and post 
roads. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Philadelphia, 
praying congress to adopt measures for finishing the 
frigate Raritan Referred to the committee on 
naval affairs. 

Also, amemorial from young men of Philadelphia, 
remonstrating against annexing Texas to the United 
States. Laid on the table. 

By Mr. Merrick: For indemnity for Spanish spo- 
liations. 

By Mr. Tallmadge: From importing hardware 
merchants of New York, praying the repeal of cer- 
tain clauses in the second section of the tariff act of 
1832. Laid on the table, as a bill for that object is 
already in progress. 

By Mr. Rives: A remonstrance against the rein- 
statement of officers in the navy who have with- 
drawn or been dismissed. 

And by Messrs. Fulton, Merrick, Roane, Pierce, 
Smith, of Indiana, and Morris, all on individual 
claims. 

Mr. Swift again presented the resolutions of the 
legislature of Vermont, in relation to slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia and ter- 
ritories, and against the annexation of Texas to the 
Union. Mr. 8. accompanied the presentation of 
the resolutions with some remarks, and moved that 
they be received. 

A discussion arose on the subject, in which 
Messrs. Prentiss, Preston, Strange, King, Calhoun, 
Swift, White, and Roane participated. 

Mr. Strange moved to lay the motion to receive 
the resolution on the table; which was negatived— 
ayes 12, noes 26. 

On motion of Mr. Swift, the resolutions were then 
received and Jaid on the table for the present. 

Sub-treasury scheme. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported the following bill, imposing additional duties 
on certain public officers as depositories, creating 
receivers general of the public money, and to regu- 
late the deposites of the public money, which was 
read, and ordered to a secoud reading. 

A bill to impose additional duties as depositories, 
upon certain public officers, to appoint receivers | 
general of public money, and to regulate the 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the 
public moneys of the United States. 

Be it enacted bythe senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America in congress as- 
sembled, That there shall be prepared and provid- 
ed, within the new treasury building now erecting | 
at the seat of government, suitable and convenient 
rooms for the use of the treasurer of the United 
States, his assistants and clerks; and sufficient and 
secure fire-proof vaults and safes, for the keeping 
of the public moneys in the possession, and under 
the immediate control of the said treasurer; which 
said rooins, vaults, and safes, are hereby constituted 
and declared to be, the treasury of the United 
States. And the said treasurer of the United 
States shall keep all the public moneys which shall 
come tohis hands in the treasury of the United 
States, as hereby coustituted, until the samme are 
drawn therefrom according to law. 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That the mint 
of the United States in the city of Philadelphia in 
the state of Pennsylvania, and the branch mint, in 
the city of New Orleans, in the state of Louisiana 
and'the vaults and safes thereof respectively, shall 
be places of deposite and safe keeping of the public 
moneys at those points respectively; and the trea- 
surer of the said mint and branch mint respectively 
for the time being, shall have the custody and care 
of all public moneys deposited within the same, and 
shall peform all the duties required to be perform- 
ed by them, inreference to the receipt, safe-keep- 
ing, transfer and disbursements of all such mo- 
neys, according to the provisions hereafter con- 
tained. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
be prepared and provided, within the custom- 
houses now erecting in the city of New York, in 
the state of New York, and in the city of Boston, 
in the state of Massachusetts, suitable and conve- 








nient rooms for the use of the receivers general of 


——<—<————-.. 
public moneys, hereinafter directed to be appoint. 
ed, at those places, respectively; and sufficient and 
secure fire-proof vaults and safes for the keepin 
of the public moneys collected and deposited wit) 
them, respectively: and the receivers general of oy 
lic money, from time to time, appointed at thos. 
points, shall have the custody and care of the said 
rooms, vaults, and safe, respectively, and of all the 
public moneys deposited within the same, and shajj 
perform all the duties required to be performed } 
them, in reference to the receipt, safe-keepin 
transfer, and disbursement of all such moneys, ac. 
cording to the provisions of this act. : 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shal] 
be erected, prepared and provided, at the expense 
of the United States, at the city of Charleston, jp 
the state of South Carolina; and at the city of g 
Louis, in the state of Missouri, offices, with suita. 
ble and convenient rooms for the use of the receiy. 
ers general of public money hereinafter directeg 
to be appointed at the places above named; and suf. 
ficient and secure fire proof vaults and safes fo; 
the keeping of the public money collected and de. 
posited at those points respectively; and the saiq 
receivers general from time to time appointed at 
those places, shall have the custody and care of the 
said offices, vaults and safes, so to be erected, pre- 
pared and provided, and of all the public moueys 
deposited within the same; and shall perform 4jj 
the duties required to be performed by them, inre- 
ference to the receipt, safe-keeping, transfer ang 
disbursement of ali such moneys, according to the 
provisions hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the presi- 
dent shall nominate, and, by and with the advice 
and consent of the senate, appoint four officers, to 
be denominated ‘receivers general of public mo- 
ney,” which said officers shall hold their respec. 
tive offices for the term of four years, unless sooner 
removed there from; one of which shall be located 
at the city of New York, in the state of New York: 
one other of which shall be located at the city of 
Boston, in the state of Massachusetts; one other of 
which shall be located at the city of Charleston, in 
the state of South Carolina; and the remaining one 
of which shall be located at the city of St. Louis, 
in the state of Missouri; and all of which said offi- 
cers shall give bonds tothe United States, with 
sureties, according to the provisions hereinafter con- 
tained, for the faithful discharge of the duties of 
their respective offices. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the trea- 
surer of the United States, the treasurer of the mint 
of the United States, the treasurers, and those act- 
ing as such, of the various branch mints already 
erected and now erecting, all collectors of the cus- 
toms, all surveyors of the customs acting also as 
collectors, all receivers general of public moneys, 
all receivers of public moneys at the several land 
offices, and all postmasters, except as is here- 
inafter particularly provided, be, and they are here- 
by, required to keep safely, without loaning or 
using, all the public money collected by them, or 
otherwise at any time placed in their possession 
and custody, till the same is ordered by the proper 
department or officer of the government to be trans- 
ferred or paid out: and when such orders for trans- 
fer or payment are received, faithfully and prompt- 
ly to make the same as directed, and to do and per- 
form all other duties as fiscal agents ofthe govern- 
ment, which may be imposed by this or any other 
acts of congress, or by any regulation of the trea- 
surv department, made in conformity to law; and also 
to do and perform all acts and duties required by 
law, or by direction of any of the executive de- 
partments of the government, as agents for paying 
pensions, or for making any other disbursements 
which either of the heads of those departments may 
be required by law to make, and which are of a 
character to be made by the depositories hereby 
constituted, consistently with the other official du- 
ties imposed upon them. 

Sec.7. And be it further enacted, 'That the treasu- 
rer of the United States, the treasurer of the mint 
of the United States, the treasurer of the branch 


mint at New Orleans, and the receivers general of 


public money hereinbefore directed to be appoint- 
ed, shall, respectively, give bonds to the United 
States in such form, and for such amounts, as shal 
be directed by the secretary of the treasury, by and 
with the advice and consent of the president, with 
sureties to the satisfaction of the solicitor of the 
treasury ; and shall, from time to time, renew, 
strengthen and increase, their official bonds, as the 
secretary of the treasury, with the consent of the 
president, may direct; any law in reference to any 
of the official bonds of ary of the said officers to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the treasury, at as early 
a day as possible after the passage of this act, to re- 
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uire from ‘the several depositories hereby consti- 
tuted, and whose official bonds are not hereinbefore 

rovided for, to execute bonds new and suitable in 
their terms, to meet the new and increased duties 
imposed upon them respectively by this act, and 
with sureties and in sums such as shall seem rea- 
sonable and safe to the solicitor of the treasury, 
and from time to time to require such bonds to be 
renewed and increased in amount and strengthened 
by new sureties to meet any increasing responsi- 
bility which may grow out of accumulations of mo- 
ney inthe hands of the depository, or out of any 
other duty or responsibility arising under this or 
any other law of congress. 

Sec. 9. And be tt further enacted, That all col- 
lectors and receivers of public money, of every 
character and description, within the District of 
Columbia, shall, as frequently as they may be di- 
rected by the secretary of the treasury so to do, 
pay over to the treasurer of the United States at 
the treasury thereof, all public moneys collected 
by them, or in their hands; that all such collectors 
and receivers of public mnoneys within the cities of 
Philadelphia and New Orleans shall, upon the same 
direction, pay over to the treasurers of the mints in 
their respective cities, at the said mints, all public 
moneys collected by them, or in their hands; and 
that all such collectors and receivers of public mo- 
neys within the cities of N. York, Boston, Charles- 
ton, and St. Louis, shail, upon the same direction, 

ay over to the receivers general of public money 
in their respective cities, at their offices respective- 
ly, all the public moneys collected by them, o7 in 
their hands, to be safely kept, by the said respec- 
tive depositories, until otherwise disposed of ac- 
cording to law; and it shall be the duty of the said 
secretary to direct such payments, by the said col- 
lectors and receivers, at all the said places, at least 
as often as once in each month, and as much more 
frequently, in all cases, as he, in his discretion, 
may think proper. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the secretary of the treasury to 
transfer the moneys in the hands of any depository 
hereby constituted, to the treasury of the United 
States; to the mint at Philadelphia; to the branch 
inint at New Orleans; or the officers of either of 
the receivers general of public money by this act 
directed to be appointed; to be there safely kept, 
according to the provisions of this act; and also to 
transfer moneys in the hands of any one depository 
constituted by this act to any other depository con- 
stituted by the same, at his discretion, and as the 
safety of the public moneys, and the convenience of 
the public service shall seem to him to require. 
And for the purpose of payments on the public ac- 
count it shall be lawful for the said secretary to 
draw upon any of the said depositories, as he nay 
think inost conducive to the public interests, or to 
the convenience of the public creditors, or both. 

SEC. 11. And be it further enacted, That the mo- 
neys in the hands, care and custody, of any of the 
depositories constituted by this act, shall be con- 
sidered and held as deposited to the credit of the 
treasurer of the United States, and shall be, at all 
times, subject to his draft, whether made for trans- 
fer or disbursement, in the same manner as though 
the Said moneys were actually in the treasury of 
the United States; and each depository shall make 
returns to the treasury departmenit of all moneys 
received and paid by him, at such times, and in 
such form, as shall be directed by the secretary of 
the treasury. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That, when- 
ever public moneys shall accumulate in the hands 
of any depository constituted by this act, other than 
the treasurer of the United States, the treasurer 
of the mint of the United States, the treasurer of 
the branch mint at New Orleans, and the receiv- 
€rs general of public money, to an amount be- 
yond that secured by the bond of the officer, or 
which the secretary of the treasury shall, for any 
Cause, consider unsafe, and it shall not be desira- 

le to transfer the moneys so accumulated to any 
other depository, it shall be lawful for the said 
rab to direct the said moneys, or any portion 
reas to be specially deposited in such bank of 
os State, or territory, wherein the depository who 

make the deposite is located, as he, the said 
Secretary, shall select and name: Provided, The 
ank so selected will agree to receive and keep the 
Moneys deposited with it upon the terms and con- 
“itions in the next section of this act prescribed. 
oman 13. And be it Surther enacted, ‘That the spe- 
the } eposites of the public moneys authorized by 
© last preceding section of this act to be made in 
eauks. shall be made upon the following terms and 
nditions, and upon no other, namely: 
‘rst. All such deposites shall be strictly special 





sites and the banks holding them shall be pro- 
ited, in the most effectual manner, from making! 


any use of the moneys deposited, by way of loans, 
discounts, or in any other manner, or for any other 
purpose whatsoever; and to secure the fulfilment of 
this condition, the secretary of the treasury is 
authorized, in his discretion, to furnish the banks 
selected as deposite banks, with safes for the keep- 
ing of the public moneys exclusively, and under 
the joint control of the bank and some designated 
officer of the goverument, or to adopt such other 
guards as he shall prefer. 

Second. Nothing but gold or silver, or such notes, 
bills, or paper, issued under the authority of the 
United States, as may be directed by law to be re- 
ceived in payment of the public dues, ‘shall be 
offered for deposite, or received by the bank asa 
deposite, under the provisions of this act. 

Third. All deposites shall be passed, upon the 
books of the bank, to the credit of the depository 
making the same, but no moneys deposited in pur- 
suance of this act shall be withdrawn without the 
express order of the secretary of the treasury for 
the payment; and no drafts of the treasurer of the 
United States; or orders or warrants of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, for ordinary transfer or dis- 
bursement, shall be made upon any bank selected 
as a deposite bank under this act. 

Fourth. A commission, such as shall be agreed 
upon between the secretary of the treasury and the 
bank, not in any case to exceed per centum 
upon the moneys deposited with it, shall be allowed 
and paid by the United States, in full satisfaction of 
all claims on the part of the bank for trouble and 
risk growing out of the receipt, safe-keeping and | 
repayment of the special deposites herein autho- 
rized to be made, all accounts for commissions to 
be audited and paid at the treasury of the United 
States. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacied, That, in case 
no bank within the state or territory wherein the 
depository, directed to make deposites, is located, 
will consent to receive the moneys of the govern- 
ment upon special deposite, according to the fore- 
going conditions and regulations, then it shall be 
lawful for the secretary of the treasury to select 
some bank in an adjoining state or territory, such 
as may be most convenient for the oflicer to make 
deposites and the public service; and in case no 
convenient bank of either character can be found 
willing to receive such deposites upon the terms 
proposed, the secretary may transfer the same to 
the treasury of the United States, to the mint, or 
branch mints, or to the offices of either of the re- 
ceivers general of public moneys, as shall be most 
convenient to the depository from whom the money 
is to be transferred, or to the wants of the public 
service in reference to disbursements. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the se- 
cretary of the treasury shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause examinations to be made of 
the books, accounts and money on hand, of the 
several depositories constituted by this act; and for 


that purpose to appoint special agents, as occasion | 


may require, with such compensation as he may 
think reasonable, to be fixed and declared at the 
time of each appointment; which said examina- 
tions, in all cases where the sum on hand usually 
exceeds three-fourths of the amount of the officer’s 
bond, shall not be made less frequently than once 
in each year, and as much more frequently, in those 
and all other cases, as the secretary, in his discre- 
tion, shall direct. The agents selected to make 
these examinations shall be instructed to examine 
as well the books, accounts, and returns of the 
officer, as the money on hand, and the manner of 
its being kept, to theend that uniformity and accu- 
racy in the accounts, as well as safety to the pub- 
lic moneys, may be secured thereby. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That, in addi- 
tion to the examinations provided for in the last 
preceding section, and as a further guard over the 
public moneys, it shall be the duty of each naval 
officer and surveyor, as a check upon the receiver 
general of public moneys, or collector of the cus- 
toms, of their respective districts; of each register 
of a land office, as a check upon the receiver of his 
land office; and of the director and superintendent 
of each mint and branch mint when _ separate 
offices, as a check upon the treasurers, respec- 
tively, of the said mints, or the persons acting as 
such, at the close of each quarter of the year, and 
as much more frequently as they shall be directed 
by the secretary of the treasury to do so, to exam- 
ine the books, accounts, returns and money on 
hand, of the receivers general of public money, 
collectors, receivers of land offices, treasurers and 
persons acting as such, and to make a full, accu- 
rate, and faithful return to the treasury department 
of their condition. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the said 
officers respectively, whose duty it is made by this 








act to receive, keep, and disburse the public mo-| 


neys, as the fiscal agents of the governmeut, may 
be allowed any necessary additional expenses 
for clerks, fire-proof chests, or vaults, or other ne- 
cessary expenses of safe-keeping, transferring and 
disbursing said moneys: all such expenses of every 
character to be first expressly authorized by the se- 
cretary of the treasury, whose direetions upon all 
the above subjects, by way of regulation and other- 
wise, are to be strictly followed by all the said 
officers. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the sec- 
retary of the treasury shall, with as much promp- 
titude as the convenience of the public business, 
and the safety of the public funds will permit, with- 
draw the balances remaining with the present de- 
positories of the public moneys, and confine the 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of those 
moneys to the depositories established by this act. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That all mar- 
shals, district attorneys, and others, having pu)lic 
money to pay to the United States, and all paten- 
tees, wishing to make payments for patents to be 
issued, may pay all such moneys to the treasurer 
of the United States, at the treasury, to the treasu- 
rer of either of the mints in Philadelphia or New 
Orleans, to either of the receivers general of public 
money, or to such other depasitory constituted by 
this act as shall be designated by the secretary of 
the treasury, in other parts of the United States, to 
receive such payments, and give receipts or certifi- 
cates of deposite therefor. 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That all offi- 
cers charged by this act with the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public moneys, 
are hereby required to keep an accurate entry of 
each sum received, and of the kind of meney in 
which it is received, and of each payment or trans- 
fer, and of the kind of currency in which it is made; 
and thatif any one of the said officers shall convert 
to his own use, in any way whatever, or shall use 
by way of investment in any kind of property or 
merchandise, or shall loan, with or without inte- 
rest, any portion of the public moneys entrusted to 
him for safe-keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for 
any other purpose, every such act shall be deemed 
and adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of 
the said moneys as shall be thus taken, converted, 
invested, used, or loaned, which is hereby declared 
to be a high misdemeanor, and any officer or per- 
son convicted thereof before any court of the Unit- 
ed States of competent jurisdiction, shall be sen- 
tenced to imprisonment for a term of not less than 
two nor more than five years, and to a fine equal 
to the amount of the money embezzled. 

Src. 21. And be it further enacted, That in order 
to avoid inconvenient or injurious accumulations 
of gold and silver in the hands of the depositories 
of the government, it shall be the duty of the se- 
cretary of the treasury, whenever the amount of 
money in the treasury of the United States, and 
standing to the credit of the treasurer in the hands 
of the several depositories, shall exceed in amount 
$4,000,000, to invest the surplus of such moneys 
in securities bearing an interest, and issued upon 
the faith and credit of the United States, or of some 
one of the states of the union; in all cases of such 
investments as selecting such stocks, or securities 
as are transferrable by delivery or assignment, and 
from the rate of interest‘payable, the time or times 
they may have to run, and the prices they may 
bear in the market, shall seem to him best to an- 
swer the purposes for which the investments are 
directed, and at no time paying more than the cur- 
rent value in the market for any such stocks or se- 
curities. And whenever the amount of moneys in 
the treasury, and standing to the credit of the trea- 
surer, shall be so much less than the said sum of 
$4,000,000, as to indicate to the secretary that the 
moneys invested, or any portion thereof, will be 
required for purposes of public disbursement, then 
it shall be his duty to sell such portions of the 
stocks and securities purchased as may be neces- 
sary to keep the balance of money in the treasury 
equal to its wants: Provided, That in all invest- 
ments to be made in obedience to the provisions of 
this section, the said secretary shall confine his 
purchases of stocks and securities, issued upon the 
faith and credit of any state to such as have been 
actually issued by the state, and shall not be at lib- 
erty to subscribe for, or otherwise purchase, those 
proposed to be issued, and not in actual existence, 
as stocks and securities in the market. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That until 
the rooms, offices, vaults, and safes, directed by the 
first, third, fifth, and sixth sections of this act to be 
constructed and prepared for the use of the treasu- 
rer of the United States, the treasurers of the mints 
at Philadelphia and New Orleans, and the receivers 
general of public money at New York, Boston, 
Charleston, and St. Louis, can be constructed and 
prepared for use, it shall be the duty of the secre. 
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tary of the treasury to procure suitable rooms for, of any such compensation, is hereby declared to be 
offices for those oificers at their respective loca-|a misdemeanor, for which the officer convicted 
tions, and to contract with such banks, incorpora- | thereof, before any court of the United States of 
tions, or individuals, as may be willing to contract | competent jurisdiction, shall be subject to punish- 
for such use of their vaults and safes as may be re- | ment by fine, or itnprisonment, or both, at the dis- 
quired for the safe-keeping of the public moneys in | cretion of the court before which the offence shall 
the charge and custody of those oflicers respective- | be tried. 
ly, the expense to be paid by the United States. Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That the trea- 
Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That from | surer of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 
and after the thirty-first day of December, which | thorized to receive at the treasury, and at such 
will be in the year one thousand eight hundred and | other points as he may designate, payments in ad- 
thirty-eight, the resolution of congress of the thir- | vance for public Jands, the payments so made, in 
tieth day of April, in the year one thousand eight | all cases, to be evidenced by the receipt of the said 
hundred and sixteen, so far as it authorizes the re-| treasurer of the United States, which receipts so 
ceipt in payinent of duties, taxes, sales of public | given shall be current at the several land offices of 
lands, debts, and sums of money, accruing or be- | the United States, as cash, at any public or private 
coming payable to the United States, to be collect- | sale of lands, in the same manner as the currency 
ed and paid in the notes of specie-paying banks, | authorized by law to be received in payment for the 
shall be so modified as that one-sixth part of all| public lands. 
such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and SEc. 28. 4nd be it further enacted, That for the 
sums of money accruing or becoming due to the) purchase of sites, and for the construction of the 
United States, shall be collected in the legal cur- | offices of the receivers-general of public money, 
rency of the United States; and from and alter the; by this act directed to be erected at Charleston, 
thirty-first day of December, which will be in the | South Carolina, ard at St. Louis, Missouri, there 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, | shall be, and hereby is, appropriated, to be paid out 
one other sixth part of all such duties, taxes, sales | of any money in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
of public lands, debts, and sums of money sball be | priated, the suin of dollars, to be expended 
so collected; and from after the thirty-first day of| under the direction of the secretary of the treasury, 
December, which will be in the year one thousand | who is hereby required to adopt plans for the said 
eight hundred and forty, one other sixth part of all| offices, and the vaults and safes connected there- 
such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and | with, and to cause the same to be constructed and 
sums of money, shall be so collected; and that} prepared for use with as little delay as shall be con- 
from and after the thirty first day of December, | sistent with the public interests and the conve- 
which will be in the year one thousand eight hun- | nient location and security of the buildings to be 
dred and forty-one, one other sixth part of all such | erected. 
duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and gums| Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That for the 
of money, shall be so collected; and that from and| payment of the expenses authorized by this act, 
after the thirty-first day of December, which will| other than those herein before provided for, a suffi- 
be in the year one thousand eight hundred and for- | clent sum of money be, and the same is hereby, 
ty-two, one other sixth part of all such duties, | appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and sums of mo- | treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
ney, shall be su collected; and that from and after The bill having been read, Mr. Wright moved 


the thirty-first day of December, which will be in| that it be made the special order for this day 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-| week. 


three, the remaining sixth part of the said duties M r 
, x si é S, r. Clay, of Ky., s: c 

taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and sums of mo- | +; Aa Lay lites else seals oa ponger 
lb E 7 > Dare : nO-|\ time. The senate had been in sessiona great while 

Ney, SHAH OS als0 CO ected in the legal currency of | and public expectation was high on this subject. 

the United States; and from and after the last men-| yyy. ©. had never seen a section of the bill: he 

od ~ 7. ; ” , 0 . 5 ‘ F 9 ? 

re 9 Foe rrsere tbe dat Prin pote heey understood that its details were numerous; and he 

o the United states, tor duties, taxes, sales of pub- | therefore hoped that more time would be given for 


i ‘ oO > yt: ‘ s > y e ° . ° ° 
lic lands, or other debts, and also all sums due for] the consideration of a bill of so momentous a char- 
postages, or otherwise, to the general post office | . ote, 
c . 


department, shall be paid in gold and silver only 
“ » ? 7, *_TN0o M + y 
or in such notes, bills or papers, issued under the} .. Mr. Webster rose, he said, to make a few sugges- 
tions. In reyard to this, and other measures of the 


authority of the United States, as may be directed | * 
to be received by law in payment of the public | Sovernment, he had no disposition to oppose delay, 
dues. | with any purpose of thwarting them. I his, how- 
Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That from | &Ve™ Was one of the most important subjects before 
and after the thirty-first day of December, which | the Senate, and of great interest to the community ; 
will be in the year one thousand eight hundred and he, therefore, desired as much delay as was ser yy nl 
furty-three, every officer or agent engaged in mak- tent with a due regard to the convenience of the 
ing disbursements on account of the United States, senate. He also wished that the bill and all its pro- 
or of the general post office, shall make all pay- | Y!S!0"S should be made as generally known as possi- 
ments in gold and silver coin only, or insuch notes, | ble. _ He therefore moved that the bill be made the 
bills, or paper, issued under the authority of the | 8Pecial order for this day two weeks, and that 1,500 
United States, as may be directed to be received by | &Xtta copies be ordered to be printed. 
law; and any receiving or disbursing officer, or Mr. Calhoun expressed a wish that the postpone- 
azent, who shall neglect, evade, or violate, the pro- | ment might be only to this day week, and not a fort- 
visions of this and the last preceding section of this | Hight, as proposed by Mr. Webster. He thought a 
act, shall be dismissed from the service, and shall speedy action on this linportant Measure highly de- 
forfeit all compensation then due to him. sirable. [It did not require any more discussion, a# 
Src. 25. And be it further enacted, That it shall | it was fully discussed last session, and the country 
be the duty of the secretary of the treasury to issue | W@S Well acquainted with its merits. 
and publish regulations to enforce the speedy pre-|,, Phe question being taken on Mr. Webster’s mo- 
soutalion of oh government drafts for payment at | tion, the bill was made the special order for this day 
the place where payable, and to prescribe the time, | 'W° weeks: ayes 22, noes 20, and 1,500 extra co- 
according to the dilferent distances of the deposito- | Piles were ordered to be printed. 
ries from the seat of government, within which all Mr. Preston, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
drafts upon them respectively shall be presented | Pelief of Dr. Thomas Cooper. Read twice, and re- 
for payment; and in default of such presentation, ferred. CaF : 
to direct any other mode and place of payment | Mr. Sevier offered a resolution calling upon the 
which he may deem proper. | secretary of war to examine the papers of the Cher- 
Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That the re- | okee Prince Leocheehau, and to give his opinion as 
ceivers-general of public money directed by this | to the liability of the United States for depredations 
act to be appointed, shall receive, respectively, the committed upon his property. ’ : 
following salaries, per annum, to be paid quarter | Mr. Buchanan said, that having seen this morn- 
yearly, at the treasury of the United States, to wit: ing in the National Intelligencer that the statement 
the receiver-general of public money at New York | of col. McNabb about the Caroline had created great 
shall be paid a salary of dollars per annum; | excitement in the militia on the frontiers, SO as to 
the receiver-general of public money at Boston | render the preservation of peace yet more difficult 
shall be paid a salary of dollars per annum; | than it was before, he was anxious to take up the 
the receiver-general of public money at Charles. | bill to prevent conterminous collisions, and to give 
ton shall be paida salary of doliars per annum; | authority for the seizure of arms intended to be 
the receiver-general of public money at St. Louis used against neighboring powers, : 
shall be paid a salary of dollars per annum; The senate refused to take it up at this hour, 
and these salaries, respectively, shall be in fall for (it being late,) and 
the services of the respective officers, nor shall| On motion of Mr. Linn, adjourned, 
either of them be permitted to charge, or receive, | January 17. The vice president communicated 
any commission, pay, or perquisite, for any official | to the senate a report from the secretary of war, in 
service of any character or description whatsoever; | obedience to a resolution of the 10th instant, requir- 
aud the making of any such charge, or the receipt! ing information in relation to the payment of Indian 
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| 








. ee 
annuities in goods, during the past year: laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. . 

Also, a report from the commissioner of patents. 
which was laid on the table, and 1500 extra copies 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, presented the preamble anq 
resolutions of the legislature of Alabama, askino 
for the establishment of a pension agency at the 
seat of government of that state. He would simply 
remark, Mr. C. said, that there was no pension 
agency within one hundred and fifty miles of that 
place: referred to the committee on pensions. 

Mr. Tallmadge presented the memorial of the 
Native American society of the city of Washine. 
ton, praying for a repeal or modification of the na- 
turalization laws: laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. King presented the joint resolutions of the 
legislature of Alabaina, instructing their senators, 
and requesting their representatives, to have that 
part of West Florida lying south of the state of 
Alabama, and west of the Chattahootchie or Appa. 
lachicola, annexed to said state: referred to the 
committee on the judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. Webster submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury he re. 
quested to obtain information, and lay the same before 
the senate, with as little delay as possible, respecting any 
payments of pensions, by the late pension agent of Bos. 
ton, or of fishing bounties, recently made by the collee- 
tor at Boston, in bills of the Commonwealth Bank of 
that city; and the whole amount of such payments; 
and that he further inform the senate by what authority 
or direction payment of such pensions and bounties has 
been made in such bills; and that he further inform the 
senate whether any, anda, ifany, how much, of the pub- 
lic money of the United States is in deposite at said 
bank; and, if any of such money be therein deposited, 
at what time or times such deposites were made. 

A debate then ensued,in which Messrs. Webster, 
Hubbard, Bayard and Niles, took part; when 

Mr. Niles submitted the following amendment: 

“And that he further report to the senate, whether the 
late Bank of the United States has yet paid, or account- 
ed with the government, the sum of one hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars, fraudulently detained, on the 
pretence of a claim of damages for the non-payment of 
the draft drawn on the French government; and also to 


‘report what loss the United States have sustained by de- 


positing the public revenues in banks, or by receiving 
the notes of banks which have failed, or their bills be- 
come depreciated.” 

After some further remarks from Messrs. Bayard, 
Niles, Strange, Clay, of Alabama, Webster, and 
Hubbard, 

Mr. Niles modified his amendment, soas to strike 
out the word ‘fraudulent,’ and add a clause provid- 
ing that the first branch of the inquiry be answered 
immediately, and the latter as soon as possible. 

The amendment was then agreed to, and the reso- 
lution thus amended was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Lyon, 

Resolved, That the committee on pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill for the purpose of making the same provision for the 
officers and soldiers of the army, that is made for the ol- 
ficers and marines of the naval service, by an act, en- 
titled “an act for the more equitable administration ol 
the navy pension fund,” approved March 3d, 1837. 

Mr. Norvell said, that yesterday he had voted with 
the majority to make the divorce bill the order oi 
the day for that day two weeks. Upon reflection, 
he thought that the postponement was too long. 
Great anxiety seemed to prevail, not only here, but 
elsewhere, for the early consideration of this great 
measure. He had observed letters from New York 
published in the morning papers, stating that the 
mercantile community were at a stand, unable or 
unwilling to go on with the transaction of their re- 
gular business operations, because of the delay on 
the part of congress in acting definitiveiy on this 
currency question. It appeared to him very ev!- 
dent, too, from the debate which had just taken 
place upon a resolution of inquiry, directed to the 
secretarv of the treasury, that the sooner this col- 
nection between bank and state could be brought to 
an issue, the better it would be for all parties. He 
therefore moved a reconsideration of the vote ° 
yesterday, with a view further to make a motion 
that the divorce bill be made the special order of the 
day for Tuesday next. 

‘After a few remarks from Mr. Webster and Mr. 
Wright, the question was taken, and the recons}- 
deration was ordered—ayes 21, noes 17. 

On motion of Mr. Norvell, 

The bill was then made the special order for 
Tuesday next. eo 

Mr. Rives, on leave, introduced a bill authorizin5 
the necessarv examinations and surveys for the es- 
tablishment of a naval rendezvous and depot near 
the southern extremity of Florida; which was rea 
twice, and ordered to a third reading. 
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Mr. Buchanan moved to take up the bill reported | 
y him the other day for the maintenance of our, 
neutral relations on the inland frontier; which, after 
some remarks from Messrs. Walker and Buchanan, 
was adopted. : f 

Mr. Davis, after some remarks, submitted an 
amendment, which, on an explanation from Mr. 
Buchanan, that the case was already provided for in 
the existing laws, he withdrew. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
{bird reading. ; , 

A number of private bills were then severally read 
third time and passed, and then the senate ad- 
iourned. 

January 18. Mr. Davis, from the committee on 
commerce, to whom were referred the memorial of 
the pilots of New York, praying the repeal of the 
jaw of March last respecting pilots; also, the re- 
monstrance of the chamber of commerce and the 
ynder-writers against such repeal, made a report 
unfavorable to the prayer for repeal; which report 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee on the 





public lands, reported a substitute for the general 
yreeemption bill referred to them. [The substi-| 
tute allows the right of pre-emption to all settlers , 
on the public lands previous to the 19th June, | 
1334. ] | 

Two private bills were reported and ordered to | 
a second reading. | 

The unfavorable report on the petition of John | 
Forsyth was taken up and agreed to. 

The bill to maintain our national neutrality on the 
frontiers, and to repeal certain acts, was read a| 
third time, passed, and sent to the other house for | 


concurrence. 


Mr. Preston rose, and expressed his great sur- | 


: / 
prise on learning that, at a late hour last evening, | 
| 

| 

{ 





when Mr. P. was absent, the former vote of the | 
senate of 23 yeas to 21 nays, postponing for two | 
weeks the bill to establish a sub-treasury system, 
was reconsidered, without any previous notice, and 
reversed, fixing the postponing to one week, by | 
a vote of 2i to 19; a smaller number thus reversing | 
an important order of the senate which had been | 
made by a great number. Mr. P. therefore moved 
that the consideration of the bill be now postponed 
another week. 

The chair thought this motion not in order. 

Mr. King said if, on the near approach of the | 
time set for consideration, it should be found that | 
the business of the senate required farther post- | 
ponement, it would be then in order to inove it; but | 
not for the simple purpose of reversing a vote of | 
the senate. 

Mr. Walker argued to show that a majority of 
the whole senate was in favor of the earlier day. 

Mr. Rives deemed it wholly irregular for so im- 
portant an order of the senate as the first postpone- 
ment to be reversed by a smaller number of sena- 
tors. The subject was the main subject of the 
session, and he deemed it of very great importance | 
that sufficient time shovld be given for its consi- 
ceration. He thought the friends of the measure 
ought not thus to manifest their distrust of it by | 
hurrying its progress. He hoped that if the chair | 
decided ayainst a direct postponement, the vote of | 
yesterday would be rescinded. | 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, deemed it perfectly in| 
order to move for a direct postponement; he knew | 
of no rule against it. | 

The chair (Mr. Webster temporarily acting as | 
President) observed that though not in order to 
move a direct postponement, it would be in order} 
to move simply to rescind the decision of yester- 
day changing the day to which the bill had been 
Postponed, because that decision, being a simple 
order of the senate, could be revoked by a subse- | 
quent order. [The chair sustained this decision 
by sundry illustrations, and, before the close of the 
Session, referred the members of the senate to Jef- 
lerson’s Manual, page 157-8, where it is distinctly 
Stated that an order fixing a day for the considera- | 
tion of a bill may be, at any time, discharged, and 
‘new one made for a different day.] 

Mr. Clay argued in favor of his own opinion, and | 
on the merits of the subject; thought it very extra- 
ordinary that this complex bill, with twenty-nine or 
hirty sections, not yet printed and laid on the table 
of the senators, and of course not even read, and | 
Which, as he thought was a measure more marked | 
With public odium than any other since the days of | 
the alien and sedition law, should be thus forced on | 
‘© consideration of the senate with only three 

ays intervening. 

Mr. Wright again remarked on the fault which 
iad been found with the committee for not intro- 
“cing this measure at an earlier day, and the rea- 
‘ons why it had not been earlier reported by the 
Committee, 








Mr. Clay deemed this no reason for now unduly 


The committee on the post office and post roads, 


hurrying on this measure without proper conside- | upon the petition of the clerks in the city post of- 


ration. 


After some further general conversation on points | 


fice of this city, for the ten per cent. allowed to the 
clerks in several departments of government, by the 


of order, Mr. Roane having assigned his reasons, | appropriation bill of 1837, reported the following re- 


and to disembarrass the mode of proceeding, mov- 
ed to reconsider the vote of last evening. 

Mr. Calhoun opposed this motion, on the merits 
of the question, and hoped it would not prevail. 

Mr. Walker moved that the motion for reconsi- 
deration be laid on the table. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, called for the yeas and 
nays on this question, which were ordered, and it 
was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 





solution, which was agreed to by the house: 
Resolved, That it is inexpedient to allow to the clerks 
in the post office in this city the ten per cent. above 
mentioned. 
On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, it was 
Resolved, That the committee on accounts, in addi- 
tion to the inquiries ordered by the resolution of Jan. 2, 


| of this session, extend their inquiries in relation to the 
| subordinate officers of this house, with a view to define 
| their respective duties ; and also to designate the officers 
who shall have the power of appointing and removing 
| the messengers and pages required for the service of the 


nay. ie . . re oe cee. | > ' ) 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, | house, and of regulating their respective duties. 


Smith, of Connecticut, Walker, Wright, Young—19. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, Mc- 


tives, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Websier, White—27. 

Mr. Rives again argued in favor of further time for 
consideration. He desired that a little more time 
might be given for the consideration of a measure 
involving to so great an extent the interests of the 
country. 

Mr. Crittenden also argued on the great impor- 


tance of the subject, and the unreasonableness of 


not granting gentlemen the little time which was 
asked for to consider a subject so momentous in its 
consequences. 

Mr. Calhoun opposed the further postponement 


chiefly on the ground that delay was already doing | 


injury to the country. 
Mr. Brown also spoke against the postponement. 
The question was now put on the reconsideration 


of the vote of yesterday, and it was decided in the 


affirmative as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clay, of Ky., Clay- 


ton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Mor- | 
is, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins 
ris, Nicholas, Frentiss, Freston, Kilves, hoane, NODDINS, | 


Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala., Cuthbert, fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, Rob- 
inson, Smith, of Conn., Walker, Wright, Young—21. 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved to make this bill 
the special order for Tuesday week, (as at first.) 


Mr. Wright expressed the hope that the order of 


yesterday (for Tuesday next) would he affirmed. 

Mr. Buchanan said he thought one week ample 
time; and he should therefore move for this day 
week, if the motion of Mr. Clay should fail. 

The question was then put on Mr. Clay’s motion 
for Tuesday week, and decided in tlie affirmative— 
Ayes 25, noes 20. 

So the bill was made the special order for Tues- 
day week. 

On motion of Mr, Grundy, and on the request of 
Mr. Buchanan, the vote agreeing to the unfavora- 
ble report on the petition of Atkinson was 


reconsidered, and the report laid on the table. 
The chair presented a communication from the 


treasury department, in pursuance of a resolution of 
the senate, with statements of the amount ofspecie 
received for customs and the public lands since the 
suspension of specie payments, and fur foreign in- 
demnities, &c. distinctly and severally. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
The senate proceeded to the consideration (on 


the question of its passage) of the bill to adjust and 


settle the claim of the executrix of Richard W. 
Meaie. 

Mr. Wright entered at Jarge into an explanation 
of the grounds of this claim, with a view to show 
that the claim was not valid, and that the bill ought 
not to pass. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill was postpon- 
ed till to-morrow. 

Mr. Fulton, on leave, introduced a bill in relation 
to lands in Arkansas, (unheard.) 
referred. 

After a short time spent in executive session, 

The senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday, Jan. 9. 
tions and reports, 
On motion of Mr. Casey. 
Resolved, That the annual report of the commission- 
er of the general land office, intended to have accom- 


panied the president’s message, be referred to the com- 


'mittee on public lands, and that 5,000 extra copies | 
thereof, together with the drawings which are a part | state of the union, to which were referred the report of 


thereof, be printed for the use of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, 

Resolved, 'That the committee on the library be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of procuring ste- 
reotype plates of the laws of the United States. 


lead twice, and | 


After the presentation of peti- | 


After some time spent in committee of the whole, on 


the distribution among the committees of the president’s 
. : n . ; : / annual message— 
Kean, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Preiitiss, Preston, | 


On motion of Mr, Cushing, it was 

| Resolved, That the committee on the library be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of purchasing a 
| series of portraits of the five first oteaidarite of the United 
| States, painted by the late Gilbert Stuart, for the purpose 
| of having the same suitably placed and preserved either 
in the capitol or in the executive mansion. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, it was 

Resolved, That the conimittee on the library be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing for 
the formation of new and accurate indexes to the whole 
series of journals, reports and documents, since the or- 
ganization of our government, alphabetically pointing 
toeach subject-matter, with the year, volume, and page 
‘of record; and that a letter from ‘T. F’. Gordon, here- 
| with submitted, be referred to said committee. 
| Mr. Davee, of Maine, moved the following: 
| Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
‘requested to communicate to this house what measures, 
if any, have been taken by the executive for the release 
lof Mr. G reely, a citizen of Maine, now imprisoned in the 
| 
| 





Provincial jail of New Brunswick, at Frederickton, for 
an alleged violation of the jurisdiction of said province 
over the territory claimed by the British government. 
| And, also, to communicate any correspondence which 
‘the executive department may have had with the British 
government or the executive of Maine, upon the subject 

of said Greely’s imprisonment; so faras a communica- 

tion of the same may be deemed by him not incompati- 
ble with the public interest. 
| Mr. Cushing moved to amend the same by adding 
thereto the following : 

‘** And that the president of the United States be re- 
' quested, if it be not in his judgment incompatible with 
| the public interests, to communicate to this house any 
correspondence or communication held between the go- 
| vernment of the United States and that of Great Britain 
| at diflerent times respecting the wardenship, occupation, 

or actual possession of that part of the territory of the 

state of Maine which is claimed by Great Britain.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and, thus aimend- 

ed, the resolution passed. 

Mr. Everett moved the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be direcied to 
inform this house whether any Seminole Indians, com- 
‘ingin under a flag of truce, or brought in by Cherokee 
| Indians, acting as mediators, have been made prisoners 
_by general Jesup; and, if so, to transmit to this house 
| copies of all orders from the war department, and of all 

communications from General Jesup, or from any other 
| person or persons on that subject. 

This resolution, according to the rule, lies upon 
the table for one day. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Md., it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the library be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of directing the clerk 
of this house to subscribe for number of copies of 
‘such journal or register as may publish regularly, and 
in suitable form the journals of proceedings, and the ayes 
‘and noes of this house, and also the laws of congress, for 
the purpose of distribution by the members of this 
house. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, it was also 
| Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals 
' be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting 
|a bill asking an appropriation for McAdamizing and 
completing that part of the great western mail route be- 
‘tween Rockville and the Monococy, in Maryland. 
| A motion was then made to adjourn, on which 
the vote stood as follows: yeas 40, nays 25. There 
| being no quorum, another motion to adjourn was 
made, and carried. 

Wednesday, Jan. 10, Mr. Pickens, of South 
Carolina, appeared and took his seat. 

The speaker laid before the bouse a communica- 
tion from the secretary of state, explanatory of the 
delay in publishing the biennial register, (Blue 
| Book.) 
| Mr. McKay, of North Carolina, moved the fol- 
| lowing: 

Resolved, That the committee of the whole on the 








} 





the secretary of war, and the accompanying papers, 
communicated to the house by ine president at the com- 
mencement of the session, be dischargad from the fur- 
ther consideration thereof, and that the same be refer- 
red to the committee on affairs. 
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Mr. Bell moved to strike out all after resolved, 
and insert: 

“That the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union be discharged from the further consideration of 
all the subjects referred to in the annual message of the 
president, except so much thereof as is proposed to be 
referred to the committee of ways and means.” 

Mr. Smith moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Bell, by adding the following: 

“That the committee of the whole house on the state 
of the union be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the annual message of the president of the United 
States, excepting only so much as relates to the finan- 
ces, and every thing connected therewith; to the safe- 
keeping of the public moneys, and every thing connec- 
ted therewith; and so much theuscfias relates to the Bank 
of the United States; and ; 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the public lands, and every thing connected therewith, 
be referred to the committee on public lands. 

That so much of said message as relates to Indian 
affairs, except what relates to the defenge of the 
frontiers against Indian hostilities, and the protec- 
tion of the Indians against the intrusions of cities 
of the United States, be referred to the committee 
on Indian affairs. 

That so much of said message as relates to the 
defence of the frontiers against Indian hostilities, 
and the protection of the Indian tribes against the 
intrusions of citizens of the United States; so much 
thereof as relates to the establishment of a ‘‘manu- 
factory of gunpowder,” and a *‘manufactory of 
small-arms west of the Allegany mountains;” to- 
gether with so much as relates to the report of the 
secretary of war, and the public interests entrusted 
to the war department, except the subjects embra- 
ced in the immediately preceding resolutions, be 
referred to the committee on military affairs. 

That so much of said message as relates to the 
militia of the United States be referred to the com- 
mittee on the tnilitia. 

That so much of said message as relates to the 
report of the secretary of the navy, and the interests 
entrusted to the navy department, be referred to the 
committee on naval affairs. 

That so much of said message as relates to the 
report of the postmaster general, and the condition 
and operations of the post office department, and 
every thing connected therewith, be referred to the 
committee on the post office and post roads. 


Thatso much of said message as relates to a. 


‘uniform system of local government,” and to 
“special and comprehensive legislation” for the 
District of Columbia, be referred to the committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

That so much of said message as relates to the 
‘casualties in sieamboats, and the necessity of at- 
tempting to prevent them,” be referred to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary. 

The amendment as above modified was accepted 
by Mr. Bell as his motion. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, the 
amended amendment was further amended by ad- 
ding thereto the following: 

‘And that so much of the executive commupica- 
tion as relates to the establishment of a national 
foundry for cannon to be common to the service of 
the army and navy of the United States, be referred 
to a select committee, to report by bill or other- 
wise.’’* 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the said amendment 
was further amended by adding thereto the follow- 
ing: 

* Resolved, That so much of the message as relates to 
a change of the termination of the fiscal year from 1st of 
October to Ist of April, be referred to the committee of 
ways and means.” 

Mr. Carter, of Tennessee, moved as an amend- 
ment, that so much of the message as relates to the 
establishinent of a national manufactory of small 
arms on the western waters, be referred to a select 
committee. 

On this motion a desultory debate arose; after 
which the amendment was rejected—as was also 
an amendment proposed by Mr. Mallory, that the 
subject be referred to a committee consisting of one 
member from each Atlantic and Gulf state. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. McKay was 
then agreed to as amended by Mr. Bell., &c. 

Thursday, Jan. 11. The speaker laid before 
the house a letter addressed to him by Roderick 
Dorsey, sergeant-at-arms of the house of represen- 
tatives, stating that, in receiving from the Bank of 
the Metropolis, in marked bags, (not having time 
to ascertain whether the contents corresponded 
with the marks,) on the 13th day of October last, 
specie and other moneys to pay checks in favor of 
members of this house, amounting in the whole to 

*The following gentlemen have been appointed 
the select committee on the subject: 

Messrs. Johnson, of Md., McKay, Biddle, Glas- 
cock, Mallory, Pickens, Parmenter, and Parker. 
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$27,155, he discovered, on coming to pay it over to 
the members respectively, that there was a defici- 
ency of $3,000 in the amount received ; that he in- 
formed the officers of the bank thereof as soon as 
he was certain of the fact, and requested them to 
ascertain, by counting their special deposite for 
this purpose, whether they had not under-paid him 
by the amount missing; that he was assured it should 
be done, but that, notwithstanding frequent appli- 
cations, he had as yet received no satisfactory re- 
ply ; that he apprehends the bank does not intend 
to do him justice, and he therefore places the mat- 
ter before the house, requesting it to take order 
thereon. [On discovering the deficiency, Mr. 
Dorsey says further, he raised the money out of his 
private resources, and paid off the members to the 
fuil amount, as though no deficiency had occurred. ] 


Messrs. Johnson, Thomas, Jenifer, and Pearce, of 
Maryland, all bore testimony to the high character 
of the sergeant-at-arms for integrity and business 
habi‘s, and showed that this subject had been one 
of great anxiety to him; that ninety days had 
elapsed without any settlement by the bank; that 
he had paid the deficiency out of his own private 
means to the members of the house, in discharge of 
their per diem, at the late session, and argued at 
length, in favor of an immediate investigation of 
all the circumstances, which they explained mi- 
nutely. 


Mr. Johnson moved to refer the subject to a se- 
lect committee of five members. 


Mr. Bond animadverted upon the mode pursued 
at the late session in paying over the per diem of 
members ; argued that it was peculiarly liable to 
errors and mistakes, and contended that there might | 
possibly be error and default, without implicating | 
the officers of the bank. 


Mr. Bouldin thought it was a matter to be set- 
tled between the bank and the sergeant-at-arms. 
The latter had confided in the bank to count the | 
money, and he could hardly see how the house 


could remedy the error. 


Mr. Whittlesey was of opinion that other inte-| 
rests were involved in the matter, and thata full in- 
vestigation ought to be ordered. He alluded to the | 
loose practice of the last session, which had been | 
referred to, in paying the members their per diem, | 
that it was especially exposed to error and mis- | 


take, &c. 


Messrs. Everett and McKennon were in favor of | 
postponing the consideration of this subject, so as | 
to allow the bank to make its final answer in the 
case. The latter gentleman had learned, from a'| 
director in the bank, that it was under considera- 
tion by the directory. 


Mr. Everett’s motion to postpone was lost. 


Mr. Whittlesey moved to amend the motion for 
reference to a select committee, by adding thereto 
the following instructions: 


«“With power to send for persons and papers, 
and to inquire into the manner of disbursing the 
money, aud whether errors and mistakes were 
committed, and to what extent any were made 
by the sergeant-at-arms in paying the money at 
the said session of congress.” 


Mr. Whittlesey’s motion was agreed to, and, 
with these instructions the motion for reference to 
a select committee was agreed to. 


A number of reports from committees were then 
received, (and will be hereafter stated.) 


The house then passed, in order, to the resolu- 
fions calling for information, heretofore offered, 
and now lying on the speaker’s table, and a num- 
ber of them were agreed to, as will be stated more 
particularly in our next. 


The following resolution, offered by Mr. Adams 
two or three weeks ago, then came up in order: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this house a copy and 
translation of all the pamphlets in the Spanish language, 
stated in the report of the secretary of state to this house 
to have been printed and circulated by the late minister 
from the republic of Mexico, Gorostiza, before his de- 
parture from this country, and the name of the diploma- 
tic functionary from a foreign government who commu- 
nicated a copy of said pamphlet to the secretary ol 
State. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. Howard moved that it be amended by strik- 
ing out so much as proposed to call on the presi- 
dent for the name of the foreign minister referred 
to in the resolution. 

On this motion a highly animated and interesting 
debate arose, in which Messrs. Adams, Howard, 
Menefee, Waddy Thompson, and Haynes took part. 

The chair laid before the house a number of com- 
munications from the executive departments. And 
then 











} The house adjourned. 





¥. es a 
Friday, Jan. 12. Reports were made SPT 
lowing comunittees, as they were successively any 
ed upon: » 

a aa ray and means. 

y Mr. Camoreleng: A bill making appropyjay; 
for the protection of the northern homtiee M rey 

States. 

By Mr. McKim: A bill to provide for certa; 
harbors, and for the removal of obstructions at the 
mouths of certain rivers, and for other purposes 
during 1838. . 

Elections. 

Mr. Buchanan reported at length upon the Case 
of Prentiss and Word, claiming seats as members 
of the house from the state of Mississippi. The 
consideration of the report was postponed yt)! 
Tuesday next, and ordered to be printed. 

Claims. 

By Mr. E. Whiitlesey: A bill for the relief of th, 
Springfield manufacturing company, and again 
the petitions of Henry Coleman and Jacob C 
Houseman. 

By Mr. Stewart: A bill for the relief of Winslow 
Lewis. 

By Mr. Russell. Against the petition of Ira Cay. 
penter. 

Commerce. 

By Mr. Smith: Against the petition of Solomon H 
Currier, and a bill for the relief of the representa. 
tives of Nathan Sage. 

Public lands. 

By Mr. Casey: A bill for the relief of Danie] 
Malone. 

Judiciary. 

By Mr. Garland, of Va.: A bill to require the 
judge of the district courts of east and west Ten. 
nessee to hold a court at Jackson, in said state. 

By Mr. Bruyn: A bill for the reliet of Return B. 
Brown. 

By Mr. Toucey: A bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Matthew Lyon. 

Revolutionary claims. 

By Mr. Muhlenberg: Against the petition of 

captain Thomas Harris’s heirs. 
Private land claims. 

By Mr. Harlan: Against the petition of James 
Inerarity, survivor of the late firm of John Forbes 
and Co. 

By Mr. Loomis: Against the petition of James 
Morrison, assignee of Denny. 

Mr. Randolph, fromm the committee on agricul- 
ture, reported the following resolution, which was 
considered and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the committee on agriculture be 
instructed to inquire whether any, and, if any, what 
encouragement may be given to promote the culti- 
vation of the mulberry and sugar beet, or either of 
them. 

Indian affairs. 

By Mr. Crary: Against the petition of Henry 
Baird and others. 

Military affairs. 

By Mr. Miller: A bill for the relief of gen. John 
E. Wool. 

By Mr. Grennell: Against the petition of Phile- 
mon McElfresh and others, soldiers of the late 
war. 

By Mr. Mason, of Ohio: Against the petition of 
Hosea Neale. 

Naval affairs. 

By Mr. Halsted: Against the petition of Henry 

Sliver and Reuben Hunt. 
Foreign affairs. 

Mr. Cushing, upon the case of William C. Parke, 
Nathaniel Gunnison, Lucy Alexander, and others, 
reported a resolution, referring to the president of 
the United States the claims of the United States 
against Denmark, for the value of three prizes made 
by John Paul Jones. 

By Mr. Howard: A bill for the relief of Richard 
Harrison. 

Invalid pensions. 

By Mr. Whittlesey, of Connecticut: Bills for the 
relief of Eli Eastmanand Elizabeth French. 

By Mr. Stanly: A bill for the relief of Eliphalet 
Spotiord. 

Revolutionary pensions. 

By Mr. Johnson, of Virginia: Against the petl- 
tion of Davis Shockley. 

By Mr. Ewing: Against the petitions of Thomas 
F. Randolph, Benjamin Vaughan, Thomas and 
Ralph Haskins, and Edward C. Cooper, M. D. Elias 
Ware, and Samuel Runk. 

Mr. Curtis from the committee on commerce, 
upon the petition of the New York pilots for a re- 
peal of the act concerning pilots, passed at the last 


congress, reported a resolution against the prayer of 


the petitioners. 
Public lands ; 
By Mr. Harrison: A bill authorizing the Mis- 
souri and Mississippi rail road company to locate 
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their road On the public lands, and for other purpo- 


ses. R ios ‘ ; 

A billmaking an appropriation of the public land 
for the construction of a military road in the state of 
Missouri and Arkansas. 

Also, a joint resolution directing the secretary of 
war to cause to be examined and surveyed the in- 
undated lands of the Mississippi and its tributaries, 
and repottto congress the practicability of reclaim- 
ing the same. 

Mr. Smith, from the committee on commerce, re- 

orted a bill for the registration of vessels of the 
nited States, the collection of hospital money, the 
erection of marine hospitals, &c. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of war, in compliance with the act of 
congress of May, 1820, transmitting a statement 

repared by the second comptroller, of the appro- 
priations, expenditures for 1837, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the house went into a 
committee of the whole on the bill to provide for 
the payment of annuities to the Great and Little 
Osages. (Those Indians are now in danger of 
starvation, and this bill appropriates a sum of mo- 
ney to purchase them provisions, the amount being 
credited on their annuities.) Jt wasread twice, and 
ordered to its third reading this day; and then im- 
mediately, by common consent, was read a third 
time and passed. 

The residue of the day was devoted to the consi- 
deration of private bills. 

And then the house adjourned to to-morrow. 


[Select committee under the resolution relating to 
the appointment of members of congress to execu- 
tive office. Mr. Wise Mr. Yell, Mr. Underwood, 
Mr. Hamer, Mr. Toucey, Mr. Bynum, Mr. Cal- 
houn, of Massachusetts, Mr. Cleveland, and Mr. 
Marvin. 


Select committee on Mr. Dorsey’s communication 
upon the conduct of the Metropolis bank, touching 
an error inhis account. Mr. Johnson, of Maryland 
Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, Mr. Fairfield, Mr. Thom- 
as, and Mr. De Graif.] 

Saturday, Jan. 13. Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, 
offered the following resolution, which was agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public 
lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reviving the act of congress authorizing all per- 
sons owning lands on water-cuurses in the state of 
Louisiana to enter the lands in the rear of their 


front concessions; and into the expediency of au- | 


thorizing all such claimants of land on the said 
water-courses as may be unable to obtain, in the 
rear of their claims, the quantity of lands contained 
in their front tracts, by reason of bends in the 
water-courses on which they are situated, or other 
causes, to make their entries on other public lands 
in the vicinity of their front claims. 

Reports of committees were now called for, when 
several on private claims were presented and dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. Whittlesey suggested the expediency of de- 
ferring the debate on the call for Mr. Gorostiza’s 
letter, &e., until Monday, and occupying the resi- 
due of the morning hour in reading the private bills 
a third time which had passed the committee of the 
Whole yesterday; but 

The house refused, and proceeded again to the 
consideration of the resolution offered by Mr. 
Adams, of Massachusetts, together with the amend- 
ment thereto proposed by Mr. Howard, chairman 
of the committee on foreign affairs. 


Mr. Underwood asked leave of the house to make 
a few remarks, explanatory of his statements rela- 
tive to the postmaster general, contained in bis 
speech as reported and published in the National 
Intelligencer of the 9th instant. The house hav- 
ing unanimously granted leave, Mr. U. said he had 
een unexpectedly called on, in the course of de- 
bate, to explain a passing allusion he had made to 
old transactions, in which the postmaster general 
took an active part, and which, at the time, pro- 
duced a very deep sensation in Kentucky. That, 
In compliance with the call, he had made a state- 
Ment from his best recollection at the moment. 
Since then, he had conversed with other gentlemen 
from Kentucky, whose opportunities to know and 
understand the facts were equal, if not superior, to 

‘sown. From such conversations, and my own 
reflections, (said Mr. U.) I have become satisfied 

at so much of my former statement as holds out 
the idea that the postmaster general was to “mould 
and touch” a pamphlet, wrote or to be written, by 

fauchamp, abusive of the old court party, or im- 
Plicating any of them in the murder of col. Sharp, 
a8 the price or terms upon which a pardon was to 
rs sranted, is erroneous. I now believe the letter 
‘1 which the postmaster general used the words 
Mould and touch” was written after Beauchamp’s 


execution, and consequently could have furnished 
no evidence of a willingness to combine with Beau- 
champ, then dead, in efforts to procure his pardon 
as a reward for political services. That letter, 
from my present information, related to a manu- 
script left by Beauchamp, purporting to be his con- 
fession. It was repeatedly charged upon Mr. Ken- 
dall, in the public journals of that day, that his mo- 
tive in desiring to ‘“‘mould and touch” the confes- 
sion was corrupt; and, from the course which the 
Argus had taken, the old court party, so far as my 
information extended, believed that Mr. Kendall 
had a sinister political object in view in his propo- 
sition to ‘mould and touch.”” Such was my opin- 
ion then, and I still retain it. 

In speaking of these transactions ofso many years 
standing, it can scarcely be presumed that I should 
precisely recollect every circumstance. I have 
deemed it a duty to myself to correct the mistake 
into which I have fallen, as far as my subsequent 
information and reflection show to be proper. 

Mr. Shields, of Tennessee, addressed the house 
in reply, especially, to the remarks of Mr. Mene- 
fee. He said that, when the resolution of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Massachusetts had been up 
the day before, some remarks had been made which 
were calculated to implicate the citizens in a vast 
region of country in the charge of a violation of the 
laws of the United States, and of the obligations of 
neutrality between this country and foreign powers. 
If allusion had not thus been made to a portion of 
union which he had the honor in part to represent, 
for as many, probably, both of officers and men, 
had gone to Texas from his own state as from any 
other in the west—he should not now have deemed 
it necessary thus to enter his solemn protest against 











the correctness of such statements. He had no par- 
ticular objections to the adoption of the resolution, 
though he did not believe it would be productive | 
of any benefit. It called for the copy of a pam- 
phlet which had long been published, and which he 
presumed every member of the house must have 





the minister who had communicated a copy of 
Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet to the secretary of state. 
He saw no particular propriety in demanding the 
'name of this individual, as he had nothing to do 
with the transaction of our government. It was 
inot, however, with a view to oppose or protest 
|against the resolution Mr. 8S. had risen, but to a 
‘question of fact—that he might counteract the 
assertions of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Menefee) and others in relation to the conduct of 
the people of the west. It was not true that those 
_people had violated the laws of the United States, 
or the obligations of neutrality with Mexico. Not 
‘one man out of fifty of those who had gone from the 
United States, and entered into the struggle of Tex- 
as for independence, had gone there without a bo- 
na fide purpose of remaining in Texas as a citizen 
of that republic. These people had expatriated 
| themselves, and chosen Texas as their future 
|country. It was very true that, at the time they 
did so, a war was in progress between Texas and 
the government of Mexico: and that, so soon as 
they reached their adopted country, they took up 
arms to defend those political rights which they had | 
learned here to recognize, and those free institu- 
tions which they had enjoyed at home. 

But there was no similarity between this state of 
things and that which prevailed on our northern 
frontier. Under what circumstances had these in- 
‘dividuals gone into the country beyond the line? 
They had been, in the first place, invited by the 
government of Mexico to emigrate and to become 
citizens of the Mexican republic; and the law hold- 
ing out this invitation remained still in force when 
the revolution in Texas commenced. They had 
afterwards received a similar invitation from the 
government of Texas. Instead, therefore, of viola- 
ting the laws, they were merely accepting an invi- 
tation which had been addressed to them both by 
the mother country and from her revolied province. 
This was in accordance with the laws of the Uni- 
ted States and the law of nations. Mr. S. there- 
fore here, in his place, entered his solemn protest 
against the statement made by the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Menefee.) 

But what was the state of matters on the Canada 
frontier? There were no such inducements held 
out by the British government: but a portion of our 
citizens had gone over into Canada with the avow- 
ed intention of entering into the war which had been 
commenced by some of the colonists against the gov- 
ernment. They had taken arms with them, which 
had been obtained from our side of the line, and had 
resolved to sustain themselves within the Canada 
lines. Such was the character of the whole affair, 
that any delay by our government to interfere would 
have been highly dangerous. But, on the Texas 


| 





‘domestic policy. 


seen and read; and it further demanded the name of | 





boundary, there had been no such military array, 


nor forcible invasion. This difference of the cir- 
cumstances sufficiently accounted for the diiferent 
course pursued by the American government in 
the two cases. It might be that there had been 
many in the west who went out into Texas in com- 
panies, knowing that they should be expected im- 
mediately to enter into the struggle: but not a soli- 
tary instance had occurred in which troops from 
this country had, in a hostile manner, invaded Tex- 
as, as had been done in the case of Canada, 
They had gone over, bona fide, for the purpose of 
settlement. 

Mr. Holsey, of Georgia, said he had not risen for 
the purpose of discussing the merits of the resolu- 
tion, but, like the gentleman who had preceded 
him, to make some reply to what had fallen from 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Menefee) 
about the violation ofthe laws by our citizens in 
their conduct towards Mexico. And he would, in 
the first place, ask that gentleman if he could 
lay bis finger on any article in our treaty with Mexi- 
co which obligated the United States to the ob- 
servance of neutrality? There was no such provi- 
sion. All our obligations to it were therefore de- 
rived from the necessary and natural law of na- 
tions. There was no violation, then, of conven- 
tional neutrality. A treaty of amity, commerce, 
and navigation, could not be called a treaty of 
neutrality: such a treaty did not bind an inde- 
pendent power, with whom it was made, to ob- 
serve neutrality, if one of the parties should enter 
into awar. He defied, or rather he invited, the 
gentleman from Kentucky, to lay his finger on any 
treaty stipulation respecting the observance of neu- 
trality. So far, then, as respected the policy of 
this country towards Mexico, there had been no 
violation. The question was simply one of our 
It was very true that the act of 
1818 referred to all foreign powers: but it had no 


reference to any treaty. 


What, then, he asked, was the law of nations in 
regard to the observance of neutrality? It was 
simply that we shonld extend equal rights, privi- 
leges, and immunities, to both of two belligerent 
powers. Mexico and Texas were at war. What, 
then, was our duty towards these two powers? 
Simply to apply the general rule: to afford each of 
them the same rights and privileges. If we chose 
to allow them to enlist soldiers, to purchase provi- 
sions, or to borrow money to aid them in carrying 
on the war, we might do so, provided we allowed it 
to both powers equally; and there would be no vio- 
lation of neutrality. Now, would it be contended 
that the ports and territory of the United States 
had been opened to one of these parties, and not to 
the other? Was there any law of the United 
States which prohibited Mexico from enlisting 
men in the same way that Texas did? Whatever 
law did exist on that subject applied equally to 
both belligerents. Could the citizens of Mexico, 
then, complain of any inequality of privileges? 
Certainly not. So far as the administration was 
concerned, both had been dealt with by the 
same rule. It might be true that the American 
government might have, to some extent, relaxed its 
domestic policy as to its pacific character in the 
case of Texas: but the same privileges had been 
open to both parties. But it was a principle of the 
law of nations, that, in case of a domestic struggle 
in a foreign nation, a neutral power had no right, in 
the first stages of such a struggle, to interfere: so 
long as the matter retained the character of a sedi- 
tion or insurrection, this was not allowed: but when 
the insurrection had so far succeeded that the con- 
test assumed the character of a civil war between 
two portions of a foreign nation, these portions be- 
came, as it were, independent powers, and neutral 
nations might, whenever they pleased, embark in 
the controversy in favor of either party, without 
any violation of the law of nations. There were 
analogous cases on record. In the case of our 
own revolution, when we had thrown off our alle- 
giance to the British eyeremens France had in- 
terfered in our favor: but has she been charged for 
this with a violation of the law of nations? It was 
a violation of neutrality, but no violation of the 
law of nations. The government so interfering 
did, it was true, lose the rights of a neutral when it 
threw off the neutral character: but there was no 
violation of good faith in such a step if she chose to 
take it. 

If it had been the policy of this country to be- 
come a belligerent in this contest between Mexico 
and Texas, she would not have been charged with 
any breach of good faith or of the law of nations. 
The government had been charged with a violation 
of its treaty with Mexico; he asked to be shown 
any treaty guarantying our neutrality. 

It appeared to him that, although the administra- 
tion had, in practice, favored one of the parties, 
that was a question which pertained exclusively to 
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the domestic policy of this country. There was 
no breach of conventional neutrality, nor any vio- 
lation of the law of nations. 

But the nature of the contest itself between Mex- 
ico and her revolted province of Texas rendered 
this case essentially distinct from that on our north- 
ern frontier; and it was such as justified the exe- 
cutive in relaxing our domestic policy in regard to 
foreign powers. In the struggle between Turkey 
and Greece what had been the course pursued by 
foreign governments? Had they stood by, with 
arms folded, and seen the Ottoman tyranny trample 
that country which literature and civil liberty had 
so long rendered illustrious, into the dust? No. 
And did they, by interposing, violate the law of 
nations? Had this ever been charged upon them? 
Never. On the contrary, the acts of the allies had 
been viewed on all hands as high and magnanimous. 
The government of Mexico had, in the first instance, 
been constiucted on the principles of a federal sys- 
tem, allowing a degree of independence to each of 
the provinces; but this had been prostrated. Was 
itthe duty of our government rigidly to restain our 
citizens from entering into the contest when the 
cause of civilization and human liberty was con- 
cerned ? 

The Speaker here arrested Mr. H. as straying be- 
yond the very wide range which had been hitherto 
allowed to this debate. The merits of the contest 
between Mexico and Texas could not be discussed 
under this resolution. 

Mr. H. repeatedly explained; but the chair ad- 
hered to its decision, and Mr. H. thereupon resumed 
his seat. 

Mr. Cushing said that the resolution submitted 
by his colleague (Mr. Adams) comprised two dis- 
tinct and independent questions—one the call fora 


copy of Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet, and the other} on our northern frontier, &e. were ordered to be 


for the name of the foreign minister who had com- 
municated the pamphlet to the secretary of state. 
He (Mr. C.) was in favor of both divisions of the 
resolution. In regard to the pamphlet, he had seen 
and read it, soon after it made its appearance, and 
he fully concurred with the chairman of the com- 


mittee on foreign affairs, (Mr. Howard,) in the. 


opinion expressed by him the other day, that it was 


grossly libellous on the people and the government | 


of the United States; a sort of Parthian arrow, let 
tly at the honor and peace of the country, by a re- 
treating enemy; and since the pamphlet had be- 
come a prominent topic in the discussion between 
the United States and Mexico, he wished that every 
member of the house might have an opportunity to 
see it, and that for this purpose it might be laid be- 
fore them in an authentic form. But the controver- 
sy in the house, so far as it had been confined to 
the merits of the resolution, rested mainly on that 
part of it which calls for the name of the foreign 
minister referred to in the secretary’s report to the 
president. What were the facts? Mr. Forsyth had 
informed us that the individual in question, in com- 
municating the pamphlet to him, expressed ‘his 
surprise and disgust at the grossness of such an act 
by a retiring minister.” Mr, C. said he should as- 
sume that the remark had been truly reported by 
the secretary ofstate. He should give implicit cre- 
dence to the declaration of Mr. Forsyth, until acon- 
tradiction appeared over the signature of the other 
party to the conversation. Not until then ought 
there to be any question of veracity in the case. 
Thus much was due from one branch of the govern- 
ment of the United States to another: to believe 
the official declaration of the secretary. Then, as- 
suming the remark to have been made as reported, 
was it a proper act? It was, on the face of it, an 
incentive to hostilities; a thing calculated to embit- 
ter the feelings of the people and the government 
of the United States against Mexico. Could such 


au act be proper, in the representative of a third | 


power, professedly friendly to the two republics? 
Clearly not. It wasgrossly improper. Should we 
have the name of the individual? If we did not, the 
act would stand as a reflection on the whole diplo- 
matic corps. Which of the ministers was it? Until 
the house knew this, each of them was alike sub- 
ject to suspicion. 

Some of these gentlemen he (Mr. C.) knew, and 
those he believed incapable of such an act. Others 
he did not; and for the vindication of all of them, he 
wished to see a mark put upon the guilty persons, 
so as to clear the characters of the residue from the 
general stigma. Besides, it could not be unknown 
to the house that one of those gentlemen had been 
designated by the public press. It had been affirmed 
by a correspondent of the New York Courier, who 
seemed to possess a kind of omniscience in regard 
to matters and things here—the “Spy in Washine- 
ton”’—that the member of the diplomatic corps re- 
ferred to by Mr. Forsyth was the British minister. 
If so, it was important to understand the fact, to 








relations which had for some time past existed be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, the re- 
presentative of that power in this country had in- 
terposed to inflame the resentments of the United 
States against the Mexican republic. And if so, 
it would then be proper to look into the motive of 
such anact. Mr. B. said that if the call was sup- 
pressed in consequence of the objections of the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Howard,) the con- 
struction he (Mr. C.) should put upon the circum- 
statices—and he wished this to be distinctly under- 
stood, and to go forth to the world—that if the in- 
quiry was suppressed, and the individual to whom 
the act was yenerally imputed by common fame, did 
not himself authoritatively disclaim the imputation, 
then it was to be taken as the verified and estab- 
lished fact, that that individual was the British 
minister. 

Mr. C, said gentlemen on all sides of the house 
had spoken much of the neutral obligation of the 
United States, and something, but rather less, of 


what was more important still, the neutral righis of | 


the United States. Under the rule just laid down 
by the chair, he understood it was in order to pur- 
sue the question of the consistency of the adminis- 
tration in the analogous cases of Mexico and Texas 
on the one hand, and Great Britain and Canada on 
the other; and upon this question he desired to ad- 
dress the house— 

[The speaker here observed that the hour havy- 
ing already expired, it would be convenient to sus- 
pend the discussion here, so as to pass to the orders 
of the day.] 

The house then proceeded to the orders of the 
day. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, 2,000 extra copies of 
the president’s communication in relation to affairs 


printed. 

A number of private bills ordered to be engrossed 
yesterday were read a third time, passed and sent 
to the senate for concurrence. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 


the secretary of war, transmitting a report of the | 
officer in charge of the topographical bureau, ac- | 


companied by the report and documents in refer- 


ence to the survey of the Kennebec river, called for | 


by a resolution of the house of the 18th ulfimo, and 
a like report accompanied by a survey of the wouth 
of the Cuyahoga river. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of state, submit- 
ting a report in obedience to the resolution of the 


11th instant, relative to the postages paid on letters | 


and papers transmitted from his department by the 


express mail, from which it appears that the total | 
‘amount of postages sent and received by the ex- 


press mail is $362 48. 


A message from the president of the U. States. 


was received, transmitting copies of a representa- 


tion, from a late grand jury of the county of Wash- 
ington, in the District of Columbia, of the necessity 


—<——— 
only wish is, that it should receive suciia referenes 
as would secure for it a careful investigation of its 
prayer. In allusion to the satne remark to which 
Mr. Lincoln had alluded, Mr. P. thought it Would 
be asuflicient answer to that suggestion, that he ha, 
presented it. He was of the opinion that the laws 
upon the subject of naturalization needed some 
amendment. Every one who read this memoija} 
would perceive the true American and patriotic 
feeling which breathed throughout it; it was entire] 
disconnected from polities, and whether or not the 
memorialists went too far in their views on this 
subject would be for the committee, who should 
have their prayer under consideration, to inguire, 
He knew of no standing committee to which this 
memorial could appropriately be referred, and had 
therefore moved its reference to a select commit. 
tee. 

Mr. Haynes defended his motion to refer to the 
committee on the judiciary. He animadverted 
upon the disposition of members, at this session, 
to refer important subjects to select committees, 
to the exclusion of the reguiar standing commit. 
tees. 

Mr. Lincoln said that ata future time he should 
give his viewson this subject. At present he 
would content himself with expressing the hope 
that the memorial would be reijerred to a select 
committee. Mr. L. alluded to the suggestion that 
had been made, upon his rising, to advocate his in- 
structions, that this memorial had some refereiice 
to the abolition question. He protested against 
the establishinent, upon that floor, of a prejudice 
against memorials coming from his section of the 
country upon that ground. 

The speaker remarked that nothing of that kind 
had been said in debate. 

Mr. Lincoln said that it had been uttered on that 
flocr, in his hearing, and that the gentleman ‘roi 
Virginia had deemed it important to allude to it, 
‘and to disown that it was a correct imputation, 
| Mr. L. urged the necessity of immediate action 
'upon this subject, and gave notice that he should 
hereafter address the house upon the memorial. 
He was in favor of its reference to a select com- 
inittee. 

Mr. Boon rose to order. He had understood that 
the house had refused to consider this memorial at 
this time. He would ask how, then, it came be- 
fore the house? 

The speaker recapitulated the facts in explana- 
tion of that point. 

The memorial was referred to the committee on 
| the judiciary, by a vote of 97 ayes; noes not counted, 

On motion of Mr. Conner, it was, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Falls 
post office to Catawba creek post office in the coun- 
ty of Lincoln, N. C. 
’ The states were then called in order, for pet 








for the erection of a new jail, and a lunatic asylum | tions, when the following were presented. 


in this city. Also, copies of certain proceedings 
of the circuit court for the county of Alexandria, 
showing the unsafe condition of the court house of 
that county, and the necessity for a new one. 

Also, a message from the president of the United 


States, transmitting a report of the secretary of| 


war, explanatory of the reasons that have prevented 
a comphance with the resolution of this house of 
the 24th of February, 1837, in relation to alleged 
frauds committed upon the Indians. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Monday, Junuary 15. The memorial offered on 
Monday last by Mr. Patton, of Virginia, asking for 
a modification of the naturalization laws, which 
Mr. Lincoln, of Mass. had moved to commit with 
certain instructions, and which memorial and in- 
structions Mr. Haynes had moved to refer to the 
committee on the judiciary, and Mr. Patton toa 
select committee, came up in order, 


The chair was of the opinion that, under the | 
irules, the sense of the house should be taken on 
the present condition of the memorial, in point of | 


order of proceeding. 


Mr. Lincola remarked, in answer to a suggestion | 
near him, that this memorial had some relation to | 


the abolition question, that it had no such tendency. 

The question being put, the house refused to 
consider the memorial at this time, by a vote of 
yeas 69 to 78 nays. 

Mr. Lincoln then gave notice that he would with- 
draw his instructions, if permitted, rather than em- 
barrass the memorial in its consideration by the 
house; and, at his request, the question was again 
put, and, the instructions being withdrawn, the me- 
morial was taken up for consideration without a di- 
vision. 

Mr. Patton remarked that this memorial had been 
confided to him by the Native American association, 


know whether, in the very peculiar and deticate|a most respectable society of this District; and his 


4 


Petitions for the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia and the territories, and against the 
domestic slave-trade. ‘ 

The following gentlemen presented memorials on 
these three subjects: 

Messrs. Whittlesey, Ridgway, Alexander, Ha- 

| mer, Mason, Allen, Duncan, Harper, Collin, Gooae, 

'and Sheplor, of Ohio; Herod, White, and Rariden, 

‘of Indiana; May, of Illinois; Crary, of Michigan; 
Potts, Fry, Plumer, Ogle, Naylor, and McKennan, 

of Pennsylvania; Mitchell, Andrews, Fillmore, 
| Peck, and Sibley, of New York; Grennell, Ree qd, 
| Parmenter, Calhoun, Lincoln, and Adams, of .2as- 

'sachusetts: and Evans and Davee, of Maine. 
Remonstrances against the annexalion of Texas. 
The following gentlemen presented remonstran- 

ces upon this subject: .F 
Messrs. Ridgway, Hamer, Mason, Duncan, Col- 

fin, Corwin, and Goode, of Ohio; Boon, of Indianas 

May, of Illinois; Fry, Plumer, Darlington, Potter, 


7 


Ovle, Naylor, McKennan, and Morris, of egal 
vania; Mitchell, Fillmore, Peck, Patterson, an 





nell, Parmenter, Calhoun, Briggs, and Adams, ol 
Massachusetts; and Davee, of Maine. 
Petitions to rescind the order of the 21st Decem ber. 
The following gentlemen presented memoslas 
upon this subject: a 
Messrs. Potts and Toland, of Pennsylvania, 20 
Fletcher and Adams, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. .4dams gave notice that he should herea . 
call up those last named petitions, and move sabia 
consideration; and that he should demand the ye* 


} 

| 

| i ” javi his motion on 
j and nays on the question of jaying his mou 

j 





{ter 


the table, should such a motion be mare by anj 
member of the house. 
Memorial against the Cherokee treaty. 
| Mr. Everett offered a memorial, signed nume- 


ww $ ~aattripe of 
| rously by chiefs and others of the Cherokee, tribe 


Sibley, of New York; Allen, of Vermont; Gren- 


th 
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nee pomearaene ge 
Indians, praying congress not to enforce this treaty. 
He moved to lay it over until Monday, when he 
should move to take it up for consideration. It 


was SO ordered. ccd oes 
pelition as lo carrying into effect an article in the 
lrealy of Ghent. 

Mr. Adams offered a memorial praying congress 
to carry the 10th article of the treaty of Ghentinto 
execution. On his motion that article was read. 

Mr. Adams moved to refer the petition to the 
committee on foreign affairs. ; 

Mr. Haynes moved to lay that motion on the ta- 
ble, which prevailed. BY are Saad vo! 

Abolition of imprisonment for debtin this District. 

Mr. 4dams presented a memorial, from persons 
in Pennsylvania, praying that freemen be not sold 
jn this District in payment of jail fees; which he 
moved to refer to the committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. Haynes moved to amend the resolution by 
adding the words ‘inquire into the expediency of,” 
&e, which motion was lost, and that of Mr. Adams 
prevailed, 

The conduct of the Seminole campaigns. 

Mr. Wise asked what had become of a resolution 
offered by him at the recent session of congress, in 
relation to this subject, which had been postponed 
for consideration to this session? 

The chair observed that it fell with the end of 
the session, and would require to be introduced de 
NOVO. 

Mr. Wise then asked pardon of the house and of 
the country for not having introduced it before now, 
thinking that it would come up in its due order. 

The chair then laid befere the house several ex- 
ecutive communications. 

And then, on motion, the house adjourned. 

Mississippi election. 

Tuesday Jan. 16. The chair having announced 
that this was the day on which, by a resolution of 
the house, the report of the committee on elections 
on the claim of two new members from Mississippi 
toa seat in the house was to be taken up for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Bronson offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved, 'I'hat Messrs. S. S. Prentiss and T. J. 
Word are not members of the 25th congress, and are 
not entiled to seats in this house as such.” 

Before any decision on this resolution, 

Mr. Wise, by leave, moved, as preliminary, a 

resolution, which, on suggestion of Mr. Bell, he 
modified so as to read as follows: 
_ “Resolved, That 8. S. Prentiss and T. J. Word have 
eave to occupy a seat within the bar of this house 
pending the discussion of the report of the committee 
on elections upon their petition; and that they have 
leave to speak to the merits of the petition and the re- 
port of the committee thereon.” 

Mr. Howard here presented a statement in manu- 
script (there having been no time to print), by 
Mr. Claiborne, who is detained by illness from the 


h , a . - : | 
louse, presenting an argument of the case in behalf 


of himself and his colleague, and moved that it be 
read at the clerk’s table. 

After some conversation on points of order, Mr. 
Wise at the suggestion of Mr. Bell, modified his 
resolution so as to preserve the words of a similar 
resolution adopted in the case of Mr. Arnoid. 

Mr. Foster moved to amend the resolution as fol- 
lows: 

“Resolved, That S. S. Prentiss and 7. J. Word have 
eave to appear at the bar of this house, and areue the 
Inertts of their application for seats therein.” 

This amendinent was debated by Messrs. Foster, 
I ise, Bell, Pope, Gluscock, Hamer, Reed, Cushing, 
Hawes and Biddle; when, to end this preliminary 
discussion, Mr. Boon moved the previous question. 
The motion was sustained by the house, the pre- 
“ious question put and carried, and the main ques- 
lion on the adoption of the original resolution was 
decided in the affirmative. 

_ By order of the chair, seats were now assigned 
_ the broad passage in front of the chair for Messrs. 
Prentiss and Word. 

Mr, Howard again pressed his request that the 
statement by Mr. Claiborne be read, and intimated 
is Wish that it might afterwards be printed. 

_Mr. Wise, in opposing the motion, observed that 
the gentleman from Maryland was mistaken in the 
act formerly assumed by him, viz: that the state- 
ment by Messrs. Prentiss and Word had been print- 
ed by order of the house. It had been printed and 


aid on the table of members, but not by order of 


the house, but at the private expense of those gen- 

“men; and therefore the principle of equality could 
hot be urged as a reason why this statement by 
ar. Claiborne should be ordered to be printed by 
‘he house. If Mr. Claiborne wished to submit his 
‘vgument to the members, he could adopt a similar 
inode to that adopted by the claimants of the seats. 

Mr. Gholson asked Mr. Howard if he had moved 


lor the printing of this paper? 


Mr. Howard replied that he had not made the 
motion, though he thought the printing would be 
very proper. 

Mr. Gholson then said that he and his colleague 
were not before this house asking its charity for 
the printing of this paper: and though they might 
not be as able as some to pay printers’ bills, they 
did not beg the house to pay for it. Mr. G. added 
another remark, which led to a reply from Mr. 
Wise, of a very angry character, which was in- 
stantly retorted by Mr. Gholson, in a similar strain. 

The chair interposed, in both cases, the moment 
the words were uttered. 

The reading of the paper was now ordered ; and 
~ clerk had proceeded some way in the reading ; 
when 

Mr. Rencher moved that, in consequence of the 
illness of Mr. Claiborne, the further consideration 
of the case be postponed. 

The paper having been read through— 

Mr. Beil offered a resolution making this report 
the order of the day lor this day and every day suc- 
ceeding, until the subject should have been finally 
disposed of. 

Mr. Rencher said that Messrs. Prentiss and Word 
concurred in the wish that the case should be post- 
poned if there was a prospect that Mr. Claiborne 
would be able, in any reasonable time, to return to 
his seat. 

Mr. Gholson said it was his own desire, and that 
of his colleague, that there should be no delay, but 
that Mr. Bell’s motion should prevail. 

Mr. Bell modified the resolution so as not to 
make this subject the order of the day till one o’- 
clock each day, in which form it was agreed to. 

The question now recurring on the resolution 
moved at the commencement of the sitting by Mr. 
Bronson, viz: 





not members of the 25th congress, and are not entitled 
to seats in this house as such.” 

Mr. Underwood moved for the printing of Mr. 
| Claiborne’s statement, which had been read. On 
'this motion a desultory debate arose, in which 
| Messrs. Underwood, Graves, Howard, Patton, Jeni- 
fer, and Cilley took part; when, to save time, Mr. 
| Underwood withdrew his motion. 

The motion was immediately renewed by Mr. 

Cilley, and the discussion renewed by Messrs. Cil- 
ley, Pennybacker, Graves, Bronson, Glascock, Pat- 
ton, and Underwood, when, the question being put, 
the printing was ordered. 
| Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, after some allusion to 
the very painful occurrence between Messrs. 
_Gholson and Wise, moved the following resolu- 
tion: 
| “The hon. Saml. J. Gholson, a member of this house, 
‘from the state of Mississippi, and the hon. H. A. Wise, 
}also a member from the state of Virginia, having spo- 
ken language subject to the censure of this house, be- 
cause of violation of its rules, 

“Be it therefore resolved, That these gentlemen do 
now make submission to this body.” 

As this motion had relation to a question of privi- 
lege, the chair decided that it took precedence of 
every subject before the house. 

Statements were then made by Mr. Wise and Mr. 
Gholson, (in the course of which both were called 
to order by the chair,) after which, 

Mr. Glascock moved to lay the resolution of Mr. 
| Dawson on the table. He withdrew the motion, 
| however, at the request of 
| Mr. Mercer, who quoted Jefferson’s Manual to 





prove that the motion of Mr. Dawson, not having | 
been made immediately after the occurrence, was | 


out of order. He then, in compliance with a pro- 
‘mise to Mr. Glascock, renewed the motion to lay 
\the resolution on the table; and it was laid on the 
table. 

| _Mr. Mercer then offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

“Resolved, That Messrs. Gholson and Wise, mem- 
bers of this house, between whom warm words have 
| passed in debate, be required by the speaker to declare 
‘in their places that they will not prosecute further the 
quarrel which has arisen this day between them.” 

This resolution was supported at great length, 
and with great feeling and earnestness, by Mr. 
Mercer. . 

Mr. Jenifer, believing that it would aggravate, 
instead of allaying, the excitement, moved to lay 
ithe resolution on the table. 

On this motion, Mr. Mercer demanded the yeas 
and nays, which, being taken, resulted as follows: 
yeas 78, nays 123. 

So the house refused to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Howard, Pope, Jenifer, Mercer, Turney, Glascock, 
Cushing, and Reed, when the house, without com- 
| ing to any decision, on motion of Mr. Jenifer, ad- 
journed., 





“ Resolved, That S. S. Prentiss and T. J. Word are | 
twice, and referred to the committee of the whole. 


Wednesday, Jan.17. The speaker laid before the 
house several executive communications which he 
had not been able to present yesterday, viz: 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the navy, transmitting information 
called for by the house on the 11th instant, relative 
to postage paid on letters to and from the navy de- 
partment. Also, 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
mitting information called for by the house at the 
extra session, in relation to public deiaulters. 
Also, : 
Letters from the postmaster general in answer to 
the call on the 11th inst. in relation to the amount 
of express postage paid by the post office depart- 
ment; the amount of postage on newspapers and 
pamphlets for six months ending June 30, 1837; 
an estimate of the sums necessary to be appropri- 
ated for the various branches of the service of the 
post office department for 1838. Also, 

A report from the commissioner of patents, pre- 
pared in obedience to the law promoting the pro- 
gress of science and useful arts, showing the num- 
ber of patents issued and which have expired in 
1837, the amount of money received at the patent 
office, &c. Also, 

A message from the president of the U. States, 
transmitting a report from the director of the mint, 
showing the operations of that institution during 
the year 1837. ny 

Mr. Lawler, by consent, offered a joint resolu- 
tion of the legislature of the state of Alabama, in 
relation to the payment of certain pensions at Tus- 
caloosa, in the state of Alabama, which, on his mo- 
tion, was referred to a select committee, to consist 
of three members. 

By consent, the senate bill, making an appropria- 
tion for the removal of the great raft from Red 
river, was, on motion of Mr. Mercer, taken up, read 


The speaker, by consent, laid before the house 
the communication of Mr. Clark, of New York, 
asking the house to excuse him from serving on 
the committee of claims, by reason of ill health. 
This request was granted, unanimously. 

Mr. Howard, by consent, presented the request 
of the select committee, upon the case of Mr. Dor- 
sey and the Bank of the Metropolis, that they be 
permitted to hold their sessions during those of the 
house; which request was granted. 

The following resolution, which was offered by 
Mr. Mercer yesterday, and under consideration 
when the house adjourned, came up in order: 

“‘ Resolved, That Messrs. Gholson and Wise, members 
of this house, between whom warm words have passed 
in debate, be required by the speaker to declare in their 
places that they will not prosecute further the quarrel 
which has arisen this day between them.” 

Mr. Patton rose and said he had voted on yester- 
day against the motion to lay the resolution on the 
table. He now thought it ought to be laid on the 
table, and he made that motion. 

Mr. Mercer asked Mr. Patton to withdraw his 
motion, stating, that if he would do so, he (Mr. 
M.) would make a motion which would supersede 
the necessity of laying it on the table, without call- 
ing for the yeas and nays. If it was not with- 
drawn, he should require the yeas and nays on the 
question. 

Mr. Patton said, one principal reason which in- 
duced him to make the motion was, that the discus- 
sion on the resolution on yesterday was such as (to 
‘say the least) was calculated to do no good. He 
must, therefore, persist in his motion. 

Mr. Mercer then demanded the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered to be taken. 

The vote resulted as follows: Yeas 126, nays 64. 

So the resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 

After several committees had reported, the fol- 
lowing resolution came up in order: 

“Resolved, That Messrs. S. S. Prentiss and T. J 
Word are not members of the 25th congress, and are 
not entitled to seats in this house as such.” 

Mr. Bell moved an amendment (to reverse the 
affirmation of this resolution.) 

Mr. Prentiss (one of the applicants) addressed 
the house at length in support of the amendment, 
and in vindication of his and his colleague’s right 
to seats upon the floor of the house, as members of 
the 25th congress. 

He thanked the house for the courtesy extended 
towards him as an individual, while he animadvert- 
ed upon the tardiness with which the claims of the 
people of Mississippi had been attended to by the 
house. 

He took the ground that the house were not 
aware of the true state of the facts: and laid down 
three propositions, namely: 

1. That Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson never 
were constitutionally elected members of the house 





of representatives in the 25th congress. 
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2. If they were elected at all, it was only for the 
period anterior to the regular election in November. 

3. Himself and his colleague had legally and 
constitutionally been elected, by the people of 
Mississippi, as members of the house in the 25th 
congress. 

é then said that they found themselves met at 
the threshold by the recent decision of the house 
as to the election of the sitting members: and this 
decision he examined with much minuteness: and 
said he should maintain five propositions in refer- 
ence to it. 

1. That the adoption, by the house, of the reso- 
lution in favor of Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson, 
was not a judicial decision, but the expression of 
an opinion, subject to reversal. 

2. That it was no adjudication of the claims of 
the present applicants. 

3. That so far as this pretended adjudication 
went to annul the act of Mississippi, it was null 
and void: the house having no such power. 

4. That that decision was not binding upon the 
people of Mississippi, who were not parties to it, 
and had received no notice of the same. 

5. That that adjudication had been given upon 
a mistake of the facts in the case, and that, of 
course, it was subject to review. 

These points were argued with much earnestness 
and eloquence, and he was about making some re- 
marks upon the general subject, when, on request 
of Mr. Patton, he gave way to a motion of adjourn- 
ment: and the house adjourned. 

Thursday, Jan. 18. A large number of reports 
were received, which will be noticed when before 
the house for its final action. 

A sinall part of the morning hour yet remaining, 
and the subject for this portion of the day being 
Mr. Adams’s resolution for a translation of Mr. 
Gorostiza’s pamphlet, together with the amendment 
thereto proposed by Mr. Howard, to strike out so 
much of the resolution as calls for the name of the 
foreign minister who communicated a copy of that 
pamphlet to the secretary of state, with expressions 
of surprise and disgust— 

Mr. Cushing said he would avail himself of the 
few minutes which remained previous to the arrival 
of the Special order of the day, to make an expla- 
nation touching one or two important questions of 
act. 

When he last addressed the house, Mr. C. had 
said, in speaking of the foreign diplomatic agent 
who communicated Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet to 
the secretary of state: 

“That if the call was suppressed in consequence of 
the objections of the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. 
Howard,) the construction he (Mr. C.) should put upon 
the circumstances—and he wished this to be distinctly 
understood, and to go forth to the world—that if the in- 
quiry was suppressed, and the individual to whom the 
act was generally imputed by common fame, did not 
himself authoritatively disclaim the imputation, then it 
was to be taken as the verified and established fact, 
that that individual was the British minister.” 

The effect of this had been such as might have 
been well anticipated. So long as the imputation had 
been confined to the newspapers, Mr. Fox, it would 
seem, had not deemed it incumbent on him to re- 
gard it; but had very properly viewed the matter in 
a different light, when distinctly referred to on the 
floor of congress. On the authority, therefore, and 
at the request of Mr. Fox, he (Mr. C.) wished to 
inake an exposition of the facts, so far as that gen- 
tleman was concerned. Mr. Fox was not in any 
way connected with the history of Mr. Gorostiza’s 
pamphlet, either as furnishing to the secretary of 
state a copy of the pamphlet, conveying the news 
of its existence, or expressing sentiments of the 
nature alluded to by Mr. C. in his speech. Mr. C. 
added that he was happy to make this explanation, 
becanse it discharged Mr. Fox, and the distinguish- 
ed power which he represented here, from the sus- 
picion of having interposed in this matter. And 
for another reason: When a particular act is im- 
puted to a limited number of persons, to know who 
did not perform it, is the first step towards know- 
ing who did. He was glad to see the fog which 
has enveloped this mysterious transaction, begin- 
ning to lift away; and he trusted that in the end it 
would be entirely dissipated. 

Mr. C. said that the gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. Howard,) in the early stage of the debate, 
had stated, as a consideration bearing upon the call 
for the pamphlet moved by Mr. Adams, that the 
pamphlet had been published, and might be pur- 
chased by any body at the shops; and the same idea 
had been repeated, though ina more qualified form, 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Shields.) 
It was material forthe house to understand the pre- 
cise facts. He (Mr. C.) had, in the remarks he 
made on Saturday, said that he had read the pam- 

hlet. Hedid soread it.. But it was loaned to him 
or that purpose by a gentleman who had receiveda 


copy. Desiring to possess it himself, he (Mr. C.) 
proceeded to make careful inquiry at the shops in 
this city and elsewhere, and found it had not been 
published, and was not for sale. But, shortly af- 
terwards, there was published a pamphlet purport- 
ing to be an “Examination snd Review” of Mr. 
Gorostiza’s pamphlet, in which was inserted a 
translation of the chief part of Mr. Gorostiza’s 
publication, but not the whole. Mr. Gorostiza’s 
pamphlet, as described in the report of the secreta- 
ry of state, a a copies of some confidential 
despatches of Mr. Gorostiza to his own govern- 
ment; which, as appears by inspection of the “«Ex- 
amination and Review,” are not given entire in 
that publication. But, in view of the great im- 
portance ascribed to this pamphlet by the secretary 
of state, Mr. C. considered it desirable that the 
house should have the whole of it; especially as 
Mr. Forsyth, in his report, expressly refers the 
president, and through him the house, to the con- 
tents of the pamphlet. He also desired to have it 
in Spanish. In saying this, he did not mean to de- 
tract from the intelligence or good faith of Mr. 
Greenhow, the translator of the department of state, | 
whom he personally respected; but he wished that, | 
in these delicate diplomatic matters, the house 
might see the facts in the most authentic possible 
shape. These considerations Mr. C. regarded as 
material to the question of Mr. Adams’s inquiry; 
but still more, as bearing upon the international 
effect of what Mr. Gorostiza had done; it being 
averred by Mr. Cuevas, the Mexican secretary for 
foreign affairs, and by Mr. Martinez, the Mexican 
minister, that the pamphlet had not been published, 





(that is, in the popular sense of the word,) which. 
was also admitted in the report of the secretary of 
state. 

Mr. C. added that he would here suspend his re- | 
marks on the main question. | 

The hour of 1 o’clock having arrived, the house | 
then passed to the special order of the day, and re- | 
sumed the consideration of the Mississippi elec- | 
tion. 


The depending question being on the motion of. 
Mr. Bell to strike out all after the word *‘resolved,”’ | 
and insert one to the following effect, viz: that the | 
resolution of the house of the 3d of October last, | 
declaring that Messrs. Gholson and Claiborne were | 
duly elected members of the 25th congress, was | 
agreed to without a knowledge of all the facts | 
which were material in the case, and the same is | 
hereby rescinded. And | 

Resolved, further, That Messrs. Prentiss and Word | 
were duly elected members of the 25th congress, from | 
the state of Mississippi, in November last, and are en- | 
titled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. Prentiss occupying, by permission of the 
house, a seat within the bar, resumed his argument 
to the house in support of the right of himself and 
his colleague, Mr. Word, to seats in the 25th con- 
gress, as having been duly elected by the people of 
Mississippi. He recapitulated the grounds he yes- 
terday assumed; and then proceeded to notice an 
important admission in Mr. Claiborne’s written ar- 
gument, viz. that he had been in possession of the 
governor’s certificate, issued in all the forms of law 
declaring himself and Mr. Gholson to have been 
elected members for the called session only, but had 
not submitted this to the house or the committee on 
elections, but had, in preference, procured and sub- 
mitted, in evidence of his election, a certification 
by the secretary of state of Mississippi to a return of 
the votes given at the election. Mr. P. insisted that 
the house not being aware of the existence of this 
document then, its decision in September had been 
made under a mistaken view of facts. 

He then went into an examination of British pre- 
cedents, toshow with what scrupulous care the right 
of election had been guarded by pasliament, and 
cited the case of Wilkes and Luttrell as a case in 
point; arguirg that, if the election by the people of 
Mississippi, in November, could be set aside by a 
decision of this house before it happened, the right 
of election was far better guarded in England than 
here. This sacred right he beautifully characteriz- 
ed as the Promethean spark of popular freedom. 

He argued again, that, by the act of the house at 
the present session in referring the case to the com- 
mittee on elections to be reported on, it had itself 
declared that its decision at the called session was 
not final and irreversible, and so the argument from 
res adjudicata was precluded by the action of the 
house itself. 

Having thus concluded so much of his argument 
as was directed to demolish the position that the 
question was adjudicated, and could not again be 
opened, he proceeded to take the first of the three 
general positions he had laid down in the outset, 
viz. that the election in July was ipso facto void; 
under which head he started these two questions, 





———<$<—. 
ower to issue his writ for that election? Ang 9 
f he had, did he exercise it? Under the first of 
these questions Mr. P. then went into an extendeg 
and very acute constitutional argument, which o¢. 
cupied the rest of the day; when, after the hoy; of 
three, without having concluded, he gave Way for a 
motion for adjournment. The house thereupon ay. 
journed. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF Wap 
Department of war, December 2, 1837. © 

Sir: In compliance with your instructions, an, 
in conformity with established usage to present an. 
nually to you, for the information of congress, , 
statement of the transactions of this departmen 
together with such suggestions in relation to th. 
various subjects under its administration as the 
public interests may seem to require, I have {h. 
honor to submit the following report: 

It will be seen, by the statement of the com. 
manding general, that the principal part of the re. 
gular forces has been drawn from the posts on the 
frontiers and concentrated iti Florida; and his ae. 
count of the military transactions in that territory 
will exhibit the progress of the war to the close of 
the last, and the events attending the commenceme;} 
of the present campaign. ‘The proposals made 
by the Indians to submit to the terms of the trea- 
ty, and the negotiations entered into with them to 
this effect, caused the cessation of hostilities at a 
period when they might have been carried on to 
advantage. 

This measure on the part of the general com. 
manding the army of the south, although productive 
of delay and increased expense, was dictated by 
humanity and a laudable desire to avoid, if practica. 
ble, the necessity of further enforcing, by arms, the 
execution of the treaty, and was approved by the 
department. Nor can any just blame be attached 
to the conduct of that officer for keeping his fait) 
with the Indians, and rather suffering himself to be 
deceived by them, than to violate his engagements, 
by securing the chiefs who had entered his camp 
and placed themselves in his power, under the 
pledge of receiving his protection. 

The enemy proved faithless, and the season for 
active operations passed away without any impor- 
tant results. Great expense was incurred in pre- 
parations for the removal of the Indians, which 
their treachery rendered abortive. But the honor 
of the government, which is beyond all price, was 
preserved; and it is satisfactory to know that the 
renewal of hostilities has only taken place alter 
every effort had been tried, in vain, to persuace 
these deluded people to submit peaceably to the 
execution of the law. Itis unnecessary to recapitu- 
late the circumstances which led to this war; they 
are already well understood; but it may be impor- 
tant to state the causes which have enabled en 
enemy, so inferior in number and resources, to bafile 
the efforts of the government to subdue them, and 
which have rendered the contest not only so disas- 
trously protracted, but so very expensive. Thie 
theatre of war, remarkable for its natural difficul- 
ties, was entirely unknown to the commanding offi- 
cers of ourarmy. They were compelled to move 
their forces with the utmost caution, in the face of 
a bold, active and wily foe, thoroughly acquainted 
with the passes of the rivers and morasses whici 
intersect the country, and who hovered about theit 
flanks, concentrating their numbers upon a point of 
attack with unexampled rapidity, and flying from 
the open ground with a swiftness that batiled the 
pursuit of the white man. The difficulties of traus- 
portation, on which the success of all military 
operations must depend, always great, and in su : 
a country involving unusual labor, expense aie 
delay, were in some cases insurmountable. !0 
several instances, when within reach of the enemy, 
our troops were compelled to fall back upon thy ir 
magazines or baggage trains for supplies, anc tnus 
lose the opportunity of striking an effective bl 
because the subsistence stores could not be brot 
up for their use. Whenever it was possible, él 
plies were transported by water to points near (h© 
theatre of operations; but having to ascend rive? 
steamboats were necessarily employed at an ni 
mous cost to government. From these points I 
transportation became still more expensive as W° ' 
as difficult and dangerous. Numerous and W - 
appointed escorts had to be furnished; wagons te * 
dragged over pathless tracts of spongy pine pares’ 
through almost impassable swamps and auilt 
marshy rivers; temporary magazines to be rages 
and posts to be established in the wilderness, A 
which further supplies of provisions and ag 
were to be brought; for the country !s entirely ¢ s 
titute of both, and the baggage train can transpo 
its own forage for a few days’ consumption only: 
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sjined troops, in the face of an active enemy, that 
jestroys unseen, delivering a deadly fire at an un- 
xpecied moment, and disappearing in morasses 
ow enetrable to the eye of the white man, the zeal 
a persevering courage of our officers and men are 
worthy of all raise. It is under such circumstan- 
ces that our ndian allies have proved so useful. 
Their peculiar sagacity in detecting the stratagems 
of their race, and their untiring vigilance and ac- 
tivity in the field, are the best protection against 
the ambuscades, night assaults, and surprises which 
constitute the warfare of these tribes, and are so 
parrassing and destructive to our troops. ‘To the 
strong arms and brave hearts of ourown men we 
may safely rely for victory in action; but we must 
depend upon the Indian to detect the lurking place 
of the Indian; to trace him in his devious path and 
rapid flight; to guard against his wily approach, 
ane to discover his deadly presence at every diffi- 
cult pass. For these reasons the friendly Creeks 
were employed in the army of the south, during the 
Jast campaign; but it has been found necessary to 
retain their families at great expense, until they 
could all be transported together to the west, they 
were discharged, and are on their way to their new 
homes. Before their departure, measures were 
taken to supply their place by engaging Indians of 
other tribes. In extending the necessary orders, a 
clerical error was made, by which the Indians were 
offered higher pay than the law allows to volnn- 
teers. The error was corrected as soon as discov- 
ered; but as about two hundred men have been 
brought to Florida under the first instructions, I 
beg leave to suggest that an appropriation be asked 





of congress to enable the department to preserve 
its faith with these Indians; which I venture to! 
hope will not be refused. 

Another cause of unusual expense is to be found | 
inthe character of the troops employed. At first, | 
they were draughted men, or volunteers engaged | 
for so short a period of service as to render their | 
employment not only expensive but inefficient ; | 
and when they were engaged for a longer time, the | 
inexperience of their staff officers occasioned great 
and unnecessary expenditures, while the descrip- 
tion of force, chiefly mounted men, augmented very 
much the costof the campaign. The remuneration 
this irregular cavalry received from government, 
merely for the use of their horses, amounted, in six 
months, to a sum nearly, if not quite, equal to their 
real value. The government has had, besides, to 
pay a large amount for horses that perished for 
want of forage, which the state of the country ren- 
dered it impracticable to transport in sufficient 
quantities for the supply of so large a body of cav- 
alry. The irregular force thus employed in Flori- 
da, during the campaign of 1836; amounted to about 
ten thousand men, one-half of which were cavalry, 
at an expense greatly exceeding that of regular 
troops, and by no means so efficient as one-half the 
bumber of that description of force. 

Notwithstanding the experience gained during 
the last two campaigns showed the great cost of 
employing volunteers, the department had no al- 
ternative but to engage the:n again, which the pa- 
triotie offe.s of the citizens from every part of the 
country enabled it to do. The nature of the cli- 
nate of Florida requires that the active operations 
of the campaign should be concentrated into a short 
ke of time, and this can only be effected by 

‘ingine into the field a much greater number of 
troops than would otherwise be necessary. The 
regular force, although collected from every point, 
Was deeined inadequate ; and resort has been had to 
nilitia, in order to make up, with the regulars, four 
columns, having each the component parts of an 
army sufficient to encounter the whole force of the 
fhemy, and destined to move into the interior of 
the peninsula from distinct points of the coast. 
Added to these means of offensive operations, the 
sjuadron on that station may confidently be relied 
Upon to scour the coast, and intercept all communi- 
Cation from without, and in every way practicable 
to contribute, by its co-operation, to the success of 
the land furces. 

Throughout the whole conduct of this war, the 
iy *st India squadron has co-operated with the army 
nib inost active and efficient manner, not only by 
ite doe furnishing every aid which the appropri- 
“e Guties of that branch of the service required, 
ut by the officers taking upon themselves the de- 
“ce of posts on shore, and lending the aid of their 
{essional skill in every situation in which it could 
ses) ce applied, with that persevering courage, 
;» and ability which have atall times distinguish- 
i gallant navy. The revenue cutters, placed 
squad the command of the commodore of that 
Bee eee have likewise rendered the most efficient 
, vice under the direction of that excellent officer. 
wines, of the marine corps, which volunteered its 

“vices in Florida, and distinguished itself during 





| army should be augmented. 


the last campaign, still remains there; and it is 
hoped that they may be permitted to continue their 
valuable services to the army of the south until the 
close of the war. 

The events of this war, and the heavy expenses 
attending it, have shown the propriety, anc even 
necessity, of increasing and organizing the staff, 
and of augmenting the army of the United States. 
In the last annual report from this department this 
measure is strongly recommended, and the reasons 
for its adoption ably urged. Ido not think, how- 
ever, that the manner of augmenting the forces 
proposed by the bill, which received the favorable 
action of one branch of the legislature, ought to be 
carried into effect. The organization of the army 
when it was reduced to the peace establishment, 
ought not to be abandoned. It is fitted to render the 
greatest service in time of peace, and to afiorda 
basis for the augmentation of the effective forces of 
the country to a much greater extent in time of 
war. This arrangement should not therefore, be 
disturbed, but the same system carried out in mak- 
ing new levies. I would recommend the addition 
of three regiments of infantry, and one company to 
each regiment of artillery, and that the companies, 
both of artillery and infantry, should be increased 
to sixty-four rank and file, with authority vested in 
the president to augment their number, not to ex- 
ceed one hundred men, whenever the exigencies of 
the country may require it. This would secure all 
the advantages of the present peace establishment, 
and enable the executive, on any sudden emergen- 
cy, to place the army on a respectable footing of 
defence. 

Sound policy and an enlightened economy equal- 
ly require that every department of the staff of the 
A properly organized 
staff would have rendered the conduct of the war 
in which we have lately been engaged both more 
effective and more economical. As the army i3 
now constituted, officers are drawn off for staff du- 
ties to the great injury of the service of the Jine, 
and these duties are by.no means so well performed 
as they would be by officers properly instructed and 
entirely devoted to them. The present organiza- 
tion does not give to regiments or companies any 
supernumerary officers. They are no more than 
the performance of the various duties of their mili- 
tary commend actually requires, and, to reduce the 
number, must weaken the army, render it irregular 
and inefficient in its operations, and greatly impair 
its discipline. Such, however, is the present de- 
fective state of every branch of the staff, that all 
are supplied from subalterns of tue line. The de- 
partments of the quartermaster general, the com- 
missary general, the engineers, the ordnance, the 
payrnaster general, and the topographical corps, are 
all compelled to make draughts from the line of the 
army for the performance of their indispensable 
duties; and the returns of the adjutant general’s of- 
fice of the regiments in the field during the last cam- 
paigns in Alabama and Florida, exhibit a lamenta- 
ble deficiency of officers to fulfil the duties properly 
belonging to them. 

The quartermaster’s department requires not only 
some enlargement, but the addition of higher grades, 
to render it adequate to the duties required of it. 
The functions of this branch of the staff, comprising, 
as they do, the quartering, supplying, and moving 
the army, with all its stores, and the execution of 
various objects of national improvement, are im- 
portant at all times; but they become peculiarly so 
in seasons of active operations, like the present, 
when large bodies of irregular troops are necessari- 
ly called into service to aid our limited regular 
force. 

The deficiency in the number of officers provided 
for this service has been sensibly felt from the com- 
mencement of our late border disturbances, and es- 
pecially during the past season; and with respect to 
higher grades than those now authorized, experi- 
ence has clearly shown the necessity of some cloth- 
ed with the adequate ranks to enable them to take 
the charge of remote districts, and supervise the 
expenditure, and direct and control the complicated 
operations of the department in the field. It is 
certain that there can be no effective military ope- 
rations without a high degree of efficiency in that 
branch of the staff which is to move and supply the 
army. I would, therefore, recommend the addition 
of some officers of rank, with a limited number of 
that subordinate but useful class of agents—forage, 
wagon, and barrack masters. 

The departinent of the adjutant general is entire- 
ly inadequate to perform its appropriate duties,even 
to our small army; and I respectfully recommend 
that it be enlarged, so as to supply assistant adju- 
tants general to each division and department of the 
army. 

Since the establishment of the commissariat of 
subsistance, great regularity and economy have 





been introduced in furnishing the supplies of the 
army; but, in order to render it more complete, and 
to enable it to perform all the duties assigned to it 
in the most economical and efficient manner, I re- 
commend an addition to the present establishment 
of at least four officers. 

I would recommend an immediate increase of the 
corps of topographical engineers. The extensive 
range of duties which have of late years devolved 
upon this corps, renders its increase a matter of ne- 
cessity as well as of economy. It is physically im- 
practicable, as the corps is now constituted, to obey 
the injunctions of congress. Important surveys 
are neglected; works of improvement are slowly and 
impertectly carried on, and the expectations of the 
country disappointed. 

By a reference to the statements of the officer 
at the head of that branch of the service, it will be 
seen that the entire corps consists but of ten offi- 
cers; and to these it has been found necessary to 
add, during the present year, about thirty individu- 
als, employed as civil engineers, at compensations 
greater than are allowed to military engineers; thus 
making the entire cost of this branch of service 
much greater than it would be in the form of a pro- 
perly organized corps. In addition to this consid- 
eration, discipline and a proper subordination can- 
not be introduced in a mixed service, where the 
smaller part only is subject to the rules and articles 
of war, the greater being entirely exempt, and 
without those positive distinctions of authority and 
of rank upon which discipline so eminently de- 

ends. 

. The duties of this. corps require the combined 
knowledge of the military and civil engineers. 
Their military duties consist in surveys for the de- 
fence of the frontier, inland and Atlantic, and of 
positions for fortifications; in reconnoissances of the 
country through which an army has to pass, or in 
which it has to operate; the examination of all 
routes of communication by land or water, both for 
supplies and for military movements; the construc- 
tion of military bridges; the position and erection 
of field works; the defences of encampments, fords, 
ferries, and bridges. For these purposes topograph- 
ical engineers should always accompany armies 
in the field; and, without their aid, the organ- 
ization of a staff is defective and incomplete. Their 
civil employment consists in the survey of the 
coast, rivers, harbors, bays, and water courses, in 
order to their being improved for commercial and 
other purposes, and in superintending the various 
works for these improvements; in surveys of roads 
and canals under the law of the 30th of April, 1824; 
and in conducting all civil constructions connected 
with the commerce of the country, and such inter- 
national communications as congress may direct. 
This brief recapitulation of the various military and 
civil duties of the corps clearly points out the ne- 
cessity of its complete organization, aud indicates 
the propriety of attaching it to the general staff of 
the army. The direction of all the works, both 
civil and military, herein described, properly be- 
longs to this branch of the service. A simple enu- 
meration of the functions of the quartermaster gen- 
eral will show that the duties of his office cannot be 
performed without the assistance of the officers of 
the topographical corps. They are to ensure an 
efficient system of supply, and to give facility and 
effect to the movements and operations of the army 
which cannot be accomplished without a thorough 
knowledge of the topography of the country. It is 
his duty, likewise, to select sites forencampments, 
and to assign to the different corps the ground they 
are to occupy; a duty which requires the aid of to- 
pographical engineers, as does the superintendence 
of the works at the several posts, the construction 
of military roads, the acquisition ofsuch knowledge 
as the department is expected to possess with re- 
gard to the military resources of the country, the 
means and facilities of transportation, the state of 
the frontiers, with the most eligible points for con- 
centrating troops and collecting supplies, whether 
in relation to offensive or defensive operations. 
This information cannot be obtained without the 
active co-operation of the topographical corps. 

I cannot dismiss this subject without adverting 
to the opinion of my predecessor, in relation to the 
employment of the topographical engineers of the 
army, by states and incorporated companies; in 
which I fully concur. At a period when it became 
a practice of the government to permit these offi- 
cers to aid in the construction of the public works 
in the several states, the description of talent and 
knowledge which they possessed was uncommon 
in our country, and works of great public utility 
would have been suspended or abandoned alto- 
gether if this permission had been withheld. A dif- 
ferent state of things now exists. The demand for 
civil engineers has created them; and not only is it 
no longer necessary to aid states and companies, 
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by lending them oflicers of the army, but, in doin 

so, an act of injustice is committed towards the civil 
engineers of the country. There can be no doubt 
that the practice impairs, very sensibly, the effi- 
ciency of the corps asa branch of the army, and 
deprives the government of their services for inili- 
tary surveys and the erection and superintendence 
of works of national utility. The commander of 
the army of the south says, emphatically, in a late 
communication to the adjutant general, ‘*Had the 
topographical engineers been employed in their ap- 
propriate duties in Florida only one year of the 
sixteen since we obtained possession of the country, 
from two to three millions of dollars might have 
been saved in the expenditures of the war.” The 
ignorance of the topography of the country, here 
complained of, exists with regard to other impor- 
tant regions of our country, which will, probably, 
sooner or later, become the theatres of war; and I 
earnestly hope the department will have it in its 
power to remedy this defect by confining the mem- 
bers of the corps to their appropriate duties, of ex- 
amining and surveying the country, for the purpo- 
ses of national improvements and national defence, 
and superintending the erection of national works. 

Having stated the increase which appears to me 
indispensably necessary to render the several parts 
of the general staffof the army effective, it becomes 
my duty tosubinit to your consideration the defects 
of the present systems, and to suggest a better or- 
ganization of this most useful and important branch 
ofthe service. On examining the functions of each 
of the separate divisions, it will be seen that in the 
moving and subsisting the army, providing for cloth- 
ing and supplies, including transportation, barracks, 
camp equipage, and all things necessary for the 
health, comfort, and efficiency of the troops, the du- 
ties of every branch of the general staff are so con- 
nected and dependent upon each other, that the best- 
planned measures may be defeated by the failure or 
neglect ofany one of them. Notwithstanding which, 
they are distinct bodies, entirely independent of each 
other, differently organized, governed by different 
regulations, and, although purely military in their 
functions, depending only upon the civil authority at 
the head of the department of war. Such an ar- 
rangement is complex and incompatible with the 
uniformity and subordination which ought to dis- 
tinguish the organization of every branch of the 
military service. I recommend, therefore, that 
there be created a stalf corps, to consist of one bri- 
gadier general, (chief of the staff,) six colonels, 
six lieutenant colonels, eight majors, twenty cap- 
tains, and twenty first lieutenants, who shall exer- 
cise all the functions and perform all the duties at 
present exercised and performed by the quarter- 
master general, adjutant general, inspectors gene- 
ral, commissary general of subsistence, and their 
assistants; and also by the topographical engi- 
neers and assistant topographical engineers; and 
that the commissariat of purchases and the medical 
staff of the army be attached to the said staff corps : 
thus uniting under one head a homogeneous body, 
sufficiently numerous to ensure promotion within 
itself, creating an esprii du corps, excite emulation, 
and keep alive hope. This organization, at the 
same time that it secures uniformity and efficiency 
to the operations of the staff, is entirely compatible 
with its present division into separate bureaus, and 
will not disturb the existing relations of the present 
officers of the corps with the branch to which they 
are now attached. 

This increase of the rank and file and staff of the 
army here recommended, by which its efficiency 
would be greatly augmented, and its administration 
rendered much more economical, has become neces- 
sary, independently of the causes assigned, from 
our greatly extended frontier, from the number and 
description of our maritime fortresses, and from the 
large body of Indians which the humane and en- 
lightened policy pursued by the government to- 
wards that people has concentrated upon our west- 
ern borders. When in 1821 the army was reduced 
to 6,127 men, the extent of our frontier did not ex- 
ceed 6,373 miles; along the inland portion of which 
the Indian tribes were sparsely scattered, a large 
proportion of their numbers being within the states, 
and rendered harmless by the surrounding white 
ponent and the maritime frontier was occupied 

y a few inconsiderable forts. Since that period, 


its extent has been increased, by the acquisition of 


Florida and other causes, to 8,500 miles; most of 
our principal harbors and bays have been fortified 
by extensive works, and the Indians concentrated 
upon the western line so as to present a front of 
not less than 45,000 warriors. The protection due 
by the government to the inhabitants of this exten- 
sive and exposed portion of our country would re- 


quire a much larger force than. is here proposed, if 


their safety were made to depend entirely upon the 
regular army; and { would respectfully recommend 





the construction of a chain of permanent fortresses 
along that line, and acoimpetent organization of the 
inilitia of the frontier states, as important and ne- 
cessary auxiliaries for this purpose. If any dan- 
ger is to be apprehended from an army of 15,000 
men, scattered aloug a frontier of more than 8,000 
miles, and commanded by oflicers educated to re- 
verence the laws and cherish the freedom of their 
country, it is effectually to be guarded against by a 
proper organization of the militia. Their aggre- 
gate force, now, is little short of a million and a 
half of men; and whatever may be their efficiency 
against a foreign enemy, they may always be relied 
upon when the liberties of the country are as- 
sailed, 

That the necessity of this measure may be fully 
understood, I have annexed statements, furnished 
by the chief engineer, exhibiting the number and 
names of the different fortifications completed and 
under construction, and the full armament and 
amount of force which each requires to arm and gar- 
rison it; of the works projected by the board of en- 
gineers, but which are not yet commenced; and for 
the prominent points along the sea frontier which 
require protection, and for which no plans or projets 
have yet been made; and a list of posts on the in- 
land frontier of the United States, with a notice of 
the garrisons deemed necessary for them in time of 
peace, and to preserve peace, furnished by the act- 
ing quartermaster general. 

The measures of defence for the border settle- 
ments, which the policy of the government towards 
the Indians has rendered it their imperative duty 
to adopt, have engaged the anxious consideration 
of this department, and the matter will be fully 
treated in answer to a call of congress for informa- 
tion on that subject. 

The report of the chief engineer, which is here- 
with submitted, contains a summary of the nume- 
rous and important works under the superintend- 
ence of this branch of the service. It is manifest, 
from a review of this document, that some further 
increase of this corps is rendered necessary from 
the great accumulation of the public works confi- 
ded to its charge. But the high order of talent, 
united to great acquirements, which have hitherto 
distinguished this corps, and which are required 
in the discharge of duties involving not only large 
expenditures, but in many cases the safety and ho- 
nor of the country, demand that this should be done 
with the utmost caution. The youth who exhibit 
the greatest aptitude for such studies, and who, in 
their progress through the military academy, dis- 
tinguish themselves above their fellows, and are 
deemed worthy to enter this corps by those who 
are appointed by government to decide the relative 
merit of the candidates, ought alone to be added to 
it; nor should they be placed in charge of any work 
until they have been at least two years assistants 
to some older and more experienced officer. It is 
due to this corps to say, that their pay and emolu- 
ments are insufficient for their support. Perform- 
ing duties that require the exercise of talents and 
attainments which, in civil life, command the high- 
est rate of remuneration, and in a manner honora- 
ble to themselves and useful to the country, they 
receive a less amount of pay than any other branch 
of the service. I beg leave, therefore, respecttully 
to recommend that the oflicers of this corps be 
placed on the same footing as those of the cavalry 
of the United States. A proper regard to the inte- 
rests of this branch of the public service induces 
me to recommend the appointment of an inspector 
of fortifications, with the rank of colonel, whose 
duty it shall be, under the orders of the chief engi- 
neer, to make regular and systematic inspections of 
all the fortifications and public works under the su- 
perintendence of that officer. 

The very important work of deepening the chan- 
nel at the mouth of the Mississippi has not yet been 
commenced. Three plans were submitted by cap- 
tain Chase, of the engineers, who was intrusted with 
the necessary examinations: first, by deepening one 
or more passes by dredging; secondly, by closing 
all but one pass where they leave the trunk of the 
river; and thirdly, by cutting a ship channel from 
the river. The engineer department suggested the 
propriety of adopting the first plan as the least.cost- 
ly and the soonest executed; and preparations were 
mnade, and all things in readiness to commence the 
work by the middle of December. In consequence, 
however, of representations received by the depart- 
ment from the New Orleans Chamber of Com- 
merce, the whole matter was submitted to a board 
of engineers consisting of colonel Totten, colonel 
Thayer, and captain Chase; who have required 
farther preliminary surveys, in order to enable 
them to form a correct opinion as to the character 
of the works most likely to be successful in im- 
proving the navigation of the mouths of this river; 
a request which, considering the very important 
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nature of the works, and their bearing UPON the 
commerce of the whole valley of the Missicc; = 
and its tributaries, has been acceded to by the bP 
partment. 

The operations on the great raft in the Red yy, 
closed on the 25th of May, for want of funds, with 
the exception of one boat, which worked unti| the 
end of June. = 

During the season, twelve miles and a half of this 
dense mass of wood, comprising the remainine 
portion of what is styled the old raft, have poo, 
removed. The part now remaining, being a 
hundred and forty yards in length, was formed by 
the freshet of 1836, and is by no means so dense ¢r 
difficult to remove; and the timber of this portion of 
it will be employed to stop up the only bayoy 
which now remains to be closed. It is estimat., 
that the cost of completing the operation, whic), 
will effectually open the navigation of this rive, 
throughout its whole course, will amount to {iy 
thousand dollars. If the appropriation be inaj, 
early in the next session, the work may be ey. 
pleted, or nearly so, by May next; otherwise j 
must lie over until the autumn of 1838, to the go. 
rious injury of the increasing population of th, 
valley of the river, and to the great detriment of 
the work itself, from the constant accumulation of 
drift timber which must necessarily take place uti] 
there is a free current in theriver. If the work }» 
delayed, the superintendent estimates that the jp. 
creased expense from this cause alone will amount 
to twenty thousand dollars. 

The act of the 2d of July, 1836, which appropvi- 
ates $100,000 for surveying and opening a military 
road along the western frontier, imposes on the 
president the duty of selecting situations near jt 
for the military posts which, in his opinion, may 
be most proper for the protection of the frontier, 
and for the preservation of the necessary commnii. 
cations. On taking up this subject for considera. 
tion, it appeared manifest that the condition of de. 
fence, which it is supposed congress had in view 
in making this appropriation, could not be fullfilled 
if the road were surveyed and opened before the 
sites fur the permanent military stations were (e- 
termined upon; as, without a knowledge of their 
ultimate position, the road might not approach 
them sufficientiy near to afford ‘the necessary com- 
munications”? contemplated by the act. 

The selection of these sites has to be made with- 
out regard to lateral communications, but with a 
view to the tribes in front, and to the facility of ap- 
proach from the rear. I am also of opinion that 
the contemplated communications, in reference to 
the security of the fortresses, and the protection of 
the borders, ought to be perpendicular to the line oi! 
defence, and not lateral. . 

Parties are now making the required examin: 
tions, and, as soon as they are completed, and tie 
sites for permanent posts determined upon, tle 
survey and works for opening the road, designate: 
by congress, will be commenced; unless, upon 4 
review of the subject, they may think proper 
adopt the plan of defence for the western froutict, 
which, as has been before observed, wiil be pre- 
sented to thei, in accordance with a resolution ol 
the senate to that effect. 

The state of Charleston harbor demanded an 
received the early attention of the department. 
was represented that Sullivan’s island was bets 
washed away, and the channels, which form the 
entrance of the harbor, filling up with the sand from 
its beach. By direction of the engineer depart: 
ment, a minute examination of the situation of te 
island was made in June last, by lieutenant Mavs 
field, who submitted a plan for its protectio 
against the encroachments of the sea that was 4)" 
proved by this department. ai 

It is stated, in the report of the engineer, aon 
the island and southwestern peninsula will d¢ 
entirely carried away by the action of the curren” 
and storms, unless timely measures be adopte® 
arrest the progress of destruction; that this Isi0" 
shelters the port of Charleston from the fury ol ¥r 
northeastern storms; and that its destruction ~ agit 
expose the harbor to the violent gales ot the ee! 
tnmnal equinox, by leaving it open from northeas! 
to southeast, besides the probability of lesse?'"s 
the depth of water on the bars. * 

Independently of the necessity of the propo’™’ 
works for the preservation of the port, they are ai 
sential for its defence. The island forms the er 
of Fort Moultrie, which checked the approse 
the British squadron during the revolutionary W°" 


and now constitutes, in conjunction ig eee 
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end the 


— 
ae 


de. 


} 
4 
4 


These considerations induce me to recommen" 
an appropriation be asked of congress to commer* 
these works without delay. 

It is my duty to call your attention to the 
state of the works for the protection of the w 
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of the Chesapeake. Fort Monroe will require fur- | majors and ten first lieutenants. But, above all, 
ther repairs and new works to render it even de-| this branch of the service demands the creation, by 
One front of the fort is peculiarly liable | law, of a mixed board of artillery and ordnance, to 
to attack, for it is more exposed to a coup de main | be composed of officers of rank and experience, to 
, digest a general system of ordnance and small-arms 


fensible. 


than any other, and is, at the same time, the only 
front liable to siege, and the only one exposed to 
land batteries within reasonable distance. The 
works intended to protect this front were com- 
menced, and a large body of earth collected to com- 

lete them, and so arranged as, in some measure, 
to shelter the vital parts until the whole should be 
completed. From some misunderstanding, without 
the knowledge or participation of the engineer de- 

artment, this mound was levelled. Earth has also 


been placed upon the parapet wall. These opera- 


tions have proved injurious to the works, and im- 
mediate measures must be taken to repair the evils 
they have produced. In loading the parapet, it 
was found that the masonry was not sufficiently 
dry and consolidated to bear the pressure of the 
great superincumbent weight; and although, from 
their original strength and solidity, the walls have 
not yet sustained any material injury, still it is of 
a nature to call for prompt repairs. 1 recommend, 
therefore, that proper measures to protect this fort 
from a coup de main, to which it is now so evident- 
ly exposed as to invite attack, be adopted without 
delay, together with the necessary repairs to 
strengthen the existing works. 

From an examination of the state of the works at 
the Rip Raps, it appears that the subsidence of the 
artificial foundation of stone, on which it is intend- 
ed to erect Fort Calhoun, has not yet entirely ceas- 
ed; and orders have been given to replace the mass 
of materials collected for the completion of the 


fort, upon the arches, in such a manner as to ren- | 


der the subsidence uniform; and, when this is done 
it will be prudent to leave it there for some time 
longer, before recommencing the works. 

The great difficulty which has been experienced 
in fixing upon a suitable site for the new fort or- 
dered to be constructed on or near the Arkansas fron- 
tier,and in determining its precise position, has oc- 
casioned unusual and unexpected delay in the com- 
mencement of the work. The co:nmissioners ap- 











pointed to make the selection by my predecessor be- | 


ing military men, fixedupona site witha single eye 
toits military properties ; whereas it is believed to 
have been the intention of congress to erect a for- 
tress, which should serve as a refuge for the border 
settlers, who are exposed from their situation to 
the hostile incursions of the Indians ; and it became 
necessary to direct a subsequent examination in 
order to meet that object. A board of competent 
officers was accordingly appointed, and proceeded 
inthe execution of this duty. Their report may 
be looked for daily, and the work will be commenc- 
ed as soon as the situation is fixed upon by the de- 
partment. 

From a variety of causes, not necessary to recap- 
itulate here, but chietly from a disputed title, which 
has been only recently decided by the courts, the 
land on which Fort Delaware is situated has not 
yet been acquired by the government. The Pea- 
patch island might have been purchased when the 
jort was projected for, comparatively, a small sum, 
and, since the commencement of its construction, 
was oifered to the United States for a slightly ad- 
vanced price. Since the decision in their favor, 
one hundred thousand doliars, with interest from 
that date, are asked for it by the proprietors ; and 
it remains to be decided whether this large sum 
shall be paid for the land, or the works be aban- 
doned. 

The importance of having a fort upon this island, 
in order to protect the harbor of Philadelphia, has 


neers that have examined the subject. It is the 
lowest point at which, in connexion with works up- 
on the tain land, Philadelphia is defensible ; and, 


Prevents an enemy from finding shelter in Dela- 
ware bay, secures the debouche of an important 


tion, the Delaware and Chesapeake canal, and 
covers the extensive powder manufactories near 
Wilmington. 
that the United States should possess it; but wheth- 


1s a subject to be decided by the wisdom of congress. 
In the mean time, the works in progress there will 


4 * . . . . 
4.n early decision is, therefore, highly desirable. 


The ordnance corps, organized in 1832, requires | without some better security than a mere license 
some enlargement, in order to render it efficient.— | for smelting ore. 
At present there is not an officer to superintend | than to searify the surface of the earth; and the 
each arsenal, and it appears to me that the public) mine is given up at a time when it yields most ore, 
interest will be promoted by the addition of two} because its further extraction would require an but. | 


For these reasons, it is important | 


for the use of the United States. Similar boards 
have been formed, from time to time, by regulations 
of the war department ; but experience proves the 
necessity of some legal enactment to ensure the due 
performance of this important daty, for up to this 
time there exists no general system, such as I pro- 
pose, and such as is absolutely necessary to place 
this branch of the service on a level with that of 
other countries, and preserve it there. 

Doubts having been entertained by my predeces- 
sor in office of the power of the department to enter 
into contracts for supplies of cannon and arms with- 
out previous advertisement, ithas become the prac- 
tice of the ordnance office to make informal ar- 
rangements with the proprietors of foundries and 
manufactories of arms to receive a certain amount 
of cannon and muskets on inspection, at a settled 
price ; an engagement equally binding as a written 
contract on the part of the department, but uncer- 
tain in its obligation upon the manufacturer. The 
former method, of contracting for limited periods is, 
in every respect, preferable. ‘These establishments 
require expensive preparations, and, having no 
other market than that afforded by the demand of 
government, ought to have some assurance of the 
articles they may manufacture being taken off their 
hands. <A contract for a limited period gives this 
assurance, enabling them to secure the most com- 
petent workmen, and encouraging them to render 
their machinery as perfect as possible. A recent 
»pinion of the attorney general declares this method 
to be legal, and it will be followed in future, unless 
prohibited by legislative enactment. The existence 
of our own armories enables the government to es- 
tablish a standard of comparison to which the pri- 
vate manufacturers are compelled to conform, and 
secures the acquisition of good arms at equitable 
prices. With the same view, the establishment of 
a national foundry has been frequently urged; and I 
beg leave, respectfully, to repeat the recommenda- 
tion. It is not intended that this establishment 
should, at once, furnish the amount of cannon and 
projectiles required; but it would enable the ordnance 
department to make the necessary trials and expe- 





lay not justified by the tenure of the land. The 
miner then removes to another spot, where the same 
process is followed, and the whole region is dotted 
over with these imperfect and abandoned works: 
whereas, if these lands were brought into market, 
to be sold at moderate prices, in small tracts, to 
those who will actually settle there and work the 
mines, they might be purchased by enterprising 
and industrious individuals, who would erect per- 
manent works, develope fully the mineral resources 
of that region, and render iron und lead so abun- 
dant and cheap, that government would be benefit- 
ted by the reduction in the price there of articles of 
which it is so large a consumer, as well as by the 
general improvement of that portion of the country. 
For these reasons, it appears expedient that autho- 
rity be asked of congress to dispose of these lands; 
and, also, of all ore banks and land containing min- 
erals of any description whatsoever, under the con- 
trol of the war department. 

The accompanying report of the commissioner of 
Indian atiairs contains a full and lucid statement of 
the various and important matters under the control 
of that office. The complicated and arduous du- 
ties of that branch of the war department have 
been perforined in a manner highly creditable to 
the officers charged with their execution; but there 
are some important duties connected with these 
duties which require the early attentiou of con- 
gress. ‘The commissioner represents ‘that the 
present system of disbursing, through the agency 
of military officers, has proved inconvenient, in 
consequence of their frequent transfer to other du- 
ties;” and itis, in my opinion, liable to still stronger 
objections, as it imposes upon these officers duties 
foreign to their profession, and of great responsi- 
bility; abstracts them from their regiments, and, not 
unfrequently, unfits them to return tothem. I would 
‘recommend that this method of disbursing these 
funds be abandoned, and asufficieut number of civil 
agents be appointed, so that disbursements may be 
made by persons giving bond for the faithful dis- 
charge of their duties. I concur with the commis- 
sioner in the propriety of providing by law for the 
more liberal compensation of agents and interpre- 
ters. On their faithful execution of the trusts re- 
posed in them depends the success of all our efforts 
to civilize the tribes and maintain the peace of the 
frontiers; and the price now paid for such important 





riments so as to determine the proper mixture of me- 
tals to combine the greatest strength with the great- 
est lightness, and produce the most perfect models. | 
This would secure, at all times, a sufficient supply | 
of the best arms at fair prices... Intending to submit | 


a plan by which the casting of cannon and projec- | 


tiles, and the manufacture of gunpowder, shall be 


.of the Allegany mountains, cannot be too strongly 
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py: 5 netu- | Jands in the lead region, and the plan now pursued 
Crit is to be acquired at the price now asked for it, | of collecting rent on their produce for the use of 
or after an equitable appraisement of its real value, | 


; | country where they are situated, and injurious fo | 
render its abandonment more costly hereafter, and | the interests it was intended to foster. 


Inay enhance still further the value of the island.— | wjj] not engage in extensive, systematic, and cost- 


placed under the supervision of a joint board of the 
united service of army and navy, the proposed es- 
tablishment will, if adopted, be made useful to both 
branches of the service. 

The erection of a manufactory ofsmall-arms west 





recommended. The transportation of the arma-| 


services is not equivalent to that received by the 
same class of persons in the employment of trading 
companies, whose interests are not, I am sorry to 
say, identical with those of the government, ant 
whose conduct too frequently counteracts the hu- 
mane policy of the United States towards the In- 
dians. 

In accordance with the opinion of the commis- 
sioner, I would recommend the passage of a law by 
which all sums accruing on moneys invested for 
the use of the several Indian tribes be deposited in 
the treasury, to be drawn out upon the requisitions 
of this department in the usual form; and further, 
that the whole business connected with the invest- 


ment required by the western portion of our union| ment of the funds for the interest of the Indians, 
is very expensive, and ought to be avoided. Itap-| and the management thereof, be transferred from 
pears to me that the establishment best suited for| this department to that of the treasury, to which it 
that country is one for finishing, polishing, and put- | properly belongs. 


ting together the several parts of the muskets to be 


made by individual artisans. after models furnished | 


them by the superintendent, and received on in-| 
spection. In this manner the works can be curtail- 


ed or extended to any amount that may be required | 


without inconvenience, and this descriprion of man- 


chanics. The buildings and fixtures, suitable for 
this purpose, would be unlike them, the number of | 





tae ‘8 arms fabricated might be increased tenfoid without | 
been recognized by every board of military engi- | 


requiring any addition to the original establishment. | 
This armory might embrace the manufacture and | 
inspection of rifles for the supply of the friendly | 


ep m “ _Indians, of which numbers are now purchased an- 
while it covers that harbor, Chester, and Newcastle, | 


nually. 
Disputes have arisen with persons who withhold | 


tarde é pouc ‘ant the rent-lead due by them to the United States, un- | 
link in the great inland chain of water communica- | 


der the terms of a license to smelt lead ore on'| 
lands belonging to the government; and, on full | 
consideration of this subject, I think it my duty | 
te state that, in my opinion, the reservations of the 


government, whatever may have been its former 
advantages, is now prejudicial to that portion of the 
Individuals | 
ly works, such as are required in mining operations. 


Nothing more is done, therefore, 





Intelligence was received at this department, 
early in the spring, that the Indians were in an un- 
quiet state on our northwestern frontier, and ap- 
prehensions were expressed that the hostile feel- 
ings which existed between the Sioux and Sacs 


|and Foxes might endanger the peace of our border 
ufacture become familiar to a large class of me- | 


settlements. Sensible of the weakness of our for- 
ces in that quarter; having been compelled, from 
the state of our army, to strip both the inland and 
inaritime frontiers of their garrisons, to supply the 
army of Florida with a sufficient regular force, it 
was deemed most prudent to bring down to the 
seat of government the principal chiefs of those 
warlike tribes. It is believed to be important to 
exhibit to those people the strength of the nation 
with which they would have to contend in ventur- 
ing to attack our defenceless borders, and at the 
same time to impress upon them the advantages 
which flow from civilization. With several of 
these tribes it was made our duty to treat; and it 
would have been ina high degree imprudent, in 
the excited state of feeling which existed among 


| them, to assemble large bodies in the neighborhood 


of our ungarrisoned posts, thereby exposing our ut- 
most weakness at a period when it was important 
to display our utmost strength. The superintend- 
ents were therefore instructed to invite them to 
send deputations of their chiefs to Washington; and, 
on their arrival here, treaties were negotiated with 
several of the tribes, by which large tracts of land 
have been purchased, and the object so much de- 
sired by government, to extinguish the title to all 
the Indian land east of the Mississippi, nearly ac- 
complished. The Sioux of the Mississippi have 
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ceded their possessions east of that stream, together 
with all the islands belonging to them, and are to 


remove to the western shore. The Winnebagoes 
have at length agreed to dispose of their lands in 
east Wisconsin, and retire to the neutral ground on 
the west of the river. It is probable that their so- 
journ there will be temporary, and therefore a por- 
tion only of the neutral ground has been allotted to 
them, with permission to hunt upon the remainder. 
The interests of the country appear to require the 
existence of a line of frontier states between the 
Mississippi and the Missouri; and the extinguish- 
ment of the Indian title to all the land east of the 
Missouri, to 43° of north latitude, would effect that 
object. With that view, the Winnebagoes would 
have been at once removed south of the Missouri, 
had the country been previously explored, anda 
tract of land of sufficient extent set apart for their 
future permanent residence. The situation of that 
tribe, fast sinking under the degrading influences 
which surround them, and pressed upon by the 
whites, renders it a measure of humanity to re- 
move them promptly across the Mississippi; but 
they were given to understand that they were not 


home. 
governor Dodge with the Chippewas, by whic 





tton of the game, and incapable or unwilling to re- 
sort to agriculture for subsistence, their situation 
became deplorable, and their distress was still fur- 
ther aggravated by the decision which deprived 
them of the protection of the general government, 
and extended the jurisdiction of the states over 
them. The inaptitute of the Indian character to 
conform to a state of society mould and regulated 
by a system of laws based on the principles and 
habits of civilized life, and adapted to give security 
to its multiform pursuits and interests, all differing 
from their own, is obvious. The only alternative 
was, removal beyond the limits of the states; and 
the beneficent hand of the government was ex- 
tended to relieve that people from the opera- 
tion of laws beyond their comprehension to under- 
stand or their ability to observe; and to remove 
them to distant lands abounding in game, and guar- 
antied to them forever from the intrusion of the 
whites. 

The results of this policy have surpassed the ex- 
pectations of the most sanguine. 

The reports of the superintendents represent the 


é -early emigrants as living in comfort and abundance, 
to consider the neutral ground as their permanent !and improving 
A treaty, likewise, has been negotiated > | 


g in the useful arts; and hopes may 
now be entertained of the preservation of the abori- 
ginal inhabitants of this continent, and of their 


that tribe ceded a large tract of country east of the | gradual civilization. 


Mississippi, and have agreed to retire to lands west 
of that river. 

A mistake had been committed by the survey- 
ors of the United States in determining the boun- 
dary line of the land ceded to the government by 
the confederated tribes of the Sacs and Foxes by 
the treaty of September, 1832; and it was immedi- 
ately determined to co justice to the Indian propri- 
etors of the soil, and correct the mistake. The 
true line, however, would have excluded a fine 
portion of country which was already settled and 
improved; and, whatever may be the ultimate poli- 
cy the government may think proper to adopt to- 
wards the settlers who improve new and unoccu- 
pied lands in order to acquire a title to them by fu- 
ture purchase, the department is of opinion that, 
so long as custom and the practice of government 
sanction their acquiring rights by such means, their 
claims ought to be respected; and therefore entered 
into negotiations with the Sacs and Foxes to extin- 
guish their title to this strip of country. In doing 
s0, it is deemed expedient to establish a line that 
will no longer be subject to doubt or dispute. 

In this treaty, as in ail the Indian treaties con- 
cluded at Washington, regard bas been paid to the 

ermanent benefit of the several tribes. Provision 
is made for the establishment of schools, as well as 
for instructing the people in the arts of husbandry, 
and for the investment of the purchase-money so as 
to secure to the Indians a perpetual rent; a portion 
of which is to be applied in such manner as you 
may deem most useful and beneficial to them. 
Much more remains to be done, in order to ensure 
the faithful application of the funds destined for 
the support and comfort of the Indians. It now 
appears that their annuities really go into the cof- 
fers of the traders, in payment of debts incurred, 
ina great measure, by the idle and dissolute, but 
which are charged to the whole nation, and paid 
out of the common fund. The effect of such 
an arrangement is obvious: it encouarges the vi- 
cious, and deprives the industrious of all incentive 
to exertion. The whole of this subject is of such 
vast importance, both as regards the condition of 
the tribes and the character of the government, 
that I propose to treat it in a separate report, and 
to suggest such improvements in the existing laws 
and regulations as may ensure the faithful applica- 
tion of their funds to the individual wants of the 
Indians. 

Of the propriety of persevering in the system of 
removing the Indians beyond the civil influences 
which surround them within the states and territo- 
ries, and which were fast working their destruc- 
tion, there can be no doubt. In its origin, the gov- 
ernment appears to have been actuated only by 
considerations of policy and expediency; but, sub- 
sequently, a better spirit prevailed in our inter- 
course with the red men, and their removal from 
beyond the limits of the states and territories, ren- 
dered imperative by the peculiar circumstances of 
their situation, was connected with liberal and ben- 
eficial provisions for the amelioration of their con- 
dition. From a frontier people, roaming free and 
unrestrained over trackless forests and extensive 
plains, and subsisting on the products of the chase, 
they had suddenly, by the rapid spread of the 
whites, became communities surrounded by an 
agricultural, enterprising, and enlightened people 
seeking to develope the resources of the country, 
and, in their eagerness to obtain possession of their 
lands, pressing them into the narrowest limits. 
Deprived of their only resource, from the diminu- 





Ample provision has been made for their educa- 
tion; and the only duty of the government which 
remains undischarged is the formation of a suitable 
territorial government, and their admission to such 
a supervisory care in the general legislation as is 
granted by the laws to other territories of the Unit- 
ed States, and for the exercise of which they ap- 
pear to be sufficiently prepared. 

The subject is confessedly difficult and embar- 
rassing; but the bill introduced into congress at the 
last session, and partially acted upon, would seem 
to offer a fair prospect of success, and to secure to 
these Indians the enjoyment of all the advantages 
of free government which the necessity of stretch- 
ing over them the protecting arm of the govern- 
ment will admit. 

This scheme has been submitted to several of the 
tribes, and been approved by them, and may safely 
be carried into effect and remain in operation until 
experience shall point out the alterations and amend- 
ments it may require. 

Having received information, early in the spring 
of this year, from sources to be relied upon, that the 
Camanche Indians had committed outrages up- 
on our citizens, and carried off some women, 
whom they retained as prisoners, and that appre- 
hensions were entertained of their committing other 
acts of hostility if their complaints were not listen- 
ed to and their grievances redressed, instructions 
were given, with yoursanction, to Mr. A. P. Chou- 
teau, to repair to that country and ascertain the 
facts connected with these outrages, and the causes 
of complaint, if any really existed; to give assu- 
rances of ample reparation,and exact the same from 
them; and to obtain the release of the prisoners, 
and restore them to their families and friends. 
With a view, likewise, of preserving the peace of 
that frontier, Mr. Chouteau was instructed to invite 
this powerful tribe to send a deputation to Wash- 
ington that they might represent their own griev- 
ances, and at the same time become acquainted 
with the real strength and resources of the nation 
they have hitherto deemed lightly of, from seeing 
only a few posts thinly scattered along the frontiers 
and feebly garrisoned. It is understood that Mr. 
Chouteau has succeeded in this part of his mission. 
These measures of precaution were taken, from the 
necessity of the case, without any appropriation or 
legal provision for defraying the expenses ; and I 
respectfully recommend that the subject be submit- 
ted to congress for its sanction, and the necessary 
appropriations asked to enable the department to 





'some remuneration for 








eee 
to any other classes than those embraced by the 
acts now in force, 1 beg leave to reiterate that which 
proposes some lega! organization for the purpose of 
establishing a fund for the support of invalid officers 
and the widows and children of such of them ag 
may die in the service. This may be done by mak. 
ing a moderate deduction from their pay, to such 
an amount and in such manner as may be agreed 
upon by the officers themselves. Similar provision 
may be made in like manner for invalid and disa. 
bled soldiers, and the widows and childrer, of those 
who die in the service, not now provided for by law 
This provision will become more necessary should 
the period of enlistment be restored to five years— 
a change which cannot be too strongly recommend. 
ed. It is necessary to enter into the details of these 
plans for providing forthe support of invalid officers 
and soldiers and their families. They may be s0 
framed as to obviate all the objections which haye 
been urged against their adoption, and are called 
for by every consideration of policy and humanity, 
Intimately connected with this subjectis that of the 
pay of the officers of the line of the army. The 
very proper increase of pay made at the last session 
of congress for the civil officers serving in the seve. 
ral departments, conveys an acknowledgment of the 
necessity of increasing all salaries of public servants 
which are below a certain amount; a principle 
which applies with great force to the condition of 
the officers of the army. In pursuance of this poli- 
cy, I would recommend a moderate increase of pay 
to soldiers, non-commissioned and commissioned 
officers of the artillery and infantry of the United 
States, from the rank of second lieutenant to that of 
lieutenant colonel. The bigh price of labor, the 
demand throughout the country for that description 
of talent possessed, in an eminent degree, by the 
officers of our army, and which commands the high. 
est rate of remuneration, together with the enhanc- 
ed cost of all the comforts and necessaries of life, 
render this measure just and necessary; and I con- 
fidently ask your concurrence to procure for it the 
favorable consideration of congress. 

In the present uncertainty which prevails on the 
subject of the intention of congress permanently to 
prohibit by law officers of the army from claiming 
or receiving any remuneration for disbursing mo- 
neys, the different interpretations given to the act 
render its operation unequal and unjust. In almost 
all instances where the officers have withheld mo- 
neys and brought suits for the recovery of sums 
charged for commissions on their disbursements, 
the courts have awarded the full amount claimed ; 
whereas those who have accounted for all they have 
received remain without any remuneration. If the 
proviso attached to the appropriation act of 1835, 
for the improvement of certain harbors, which pro- 
hibits any allowance to officers for extra-official 
duties and responsibilities, is intended to be per- 
manent, it ought to be fully and explicitly stated, 
so as to bind the decisions of the courts of law.— 
But, if congress be of opinion that it is just to allow 
extra services, in cases 
where great responsibilities are incurred, then it 
would appear better to determine that compensa- 
tion by law. I would by no means recommend that 
any allowance should be made for disbursing the 
usual and ordinary appropriations for the military 
service ; but where heavy and extra duties are im- 
posed upon officers, involving great risk from cir- 
cumstances beyond their control, and against which 
no human precaution can protect them, it appears 
equitable that some compensation should be allow- 
ed, which, on every account it would be better to 
fix by law. ‘ 

By your instructions, in pursuance of the provi- 
sions of the act of the 3d of March, 1837, authoriz- 
ing you to select and cause to be purchased, for the 
use and benefit of sick seamen and boatmen, and all 
other navigators on the western rivers and lakes, 


discharge its obligations to Mr. Chouteau; and | suitable sites for hospitals, a commission of able and 


further, that a small sum be intrusted to the direc- | experienced surgeons of the army was appointed to 


tion of the executive, to be expended on emergen- 
cies like this, requiring prompt action to preserve 
the peace of the country. 

The report of the commissioner of pensions 


| 


discharge this duty. The accompanying report 
shows that they have performed it with the zeal and 
ability which characterize this branch of the ser- 
vice: and the contracts made by them to effect the 


shows the probable increase of the disbursements | purchase of the sites Selected would have been sanc- 


for the ensuing year, raising the estimate from | tioned by the department, had the sum been within 


$1,593,936 to $2,532,149, principally from the 
operation of the third section of the law of the 4th 
of July, 1836. It will be seen, likewise, from this 
report, that some legislative action is required to 
deter persons employed as agents of pensioners from 
defranding them. This appears to be done both 
by withholding a portion of the money received in 
trust for the disabled soldier or destitute widow and 
orphan, and by charging them an exorbitant per 
centage for collecting the stipend awarded them by 
the bounty of the government. 

Although I do not concur ina former recommen- 
dation to extend the provisions of the pension laws 


| 





the amount appropriated by congress for this pur- 
pose. The whole amount required will be $39,968, 
being an excess over and above thesum appropriat- 
ed of $24,968. 

The beneficient object intended to be accomplish- 
ed by congress in directing this examination, and 
the purchase of the several sites selected, will not, 
I trust, be defeated by this circumstance ; and, in 
this hepe, plans and estimates for the construction 
of the hospitals acevees _ peng 

All which is respectfully submitted. : 

= F "J. R. POINSETT. 


To the president of the United States. 








